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LAW INTELLIGENCE. | 4th of December, 1828, to the legislature, he speaks in 
these words: “Il have deemed it proper to inform the 
legislature that suits have been instituted in the District 
Court of the United States, by the heirs of the late John 
Nicholson, to recover some of the lands which were sold 
by the commonwealth as the property of the said Nich- 
olson to satisfy the debts due by him to this state, which 
had become a lien on all his lands within the common- 
wealth. The legislature will judge how far the state is 
interested in resisting these claims made by the heirs, 
and what steps are necessary to be taken to defend the 
rights and interests of the commonwealth.” 


And the respondents further say, that the defendants 
in one of the last mentioned suits put off the trial on a 
formal objection to the notice of the drawing of the ju- 
ry in the term of April, 1829:—And at the subsequent 
term, judgment by default was entered in both cases, 
although these respondents offered repeatedly to give 
up the judgments if the parties would consent to a trial 
on the merits. 

And the Respondents say, that if these evidences of 
the notoriety of their proceedings and of their evident 
desire that any rights which the state or its grantees 
might have, should be represented, were not sufficient 
to protect them against the injurious suggestions made 
by the Attorney General, yet they would be found in 
the endeavors they have made, not only to give publici- 
ty to the proceedings in this case, but to induce the offi- 
cers of the station to join inits defence. For this pur- 


The Heirs of Nicholson et al. vs. John Conard 


Some few days since we published a suggestion filed 
in the Circuit Court of the United States in the above 
case, by S. Deuglass, attorney general, in behalf of the 
state. The general interest excited by the claim of the 
Nicholson family, and the importance of the question to 
individuals as well as to the state, are sufficient reasons 
for giving publicity to those proceedings. But the pub- 
lication of the papers filed by the \attorney general, 
makes it also an act of justice to igsert the following an- 
swer of the plaintiffs, which was read in open Court on 
Monday the 14th ult. and filed by order of the Court: 


i 
Circuit Court of the United States for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania. 


The heirs of John Nicholson) 
and Edward Livingston, fo" Sessions, 1829. 


tesa 


vs. No. 20. 

Jobn Conard. 

The answer of the plaintiffs to the suggestion filed in 
this honourable court by Samuel Douglass, Esquire, 
Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsy!- 
vania. 

TuEsE respondents for answer say—That the evi- 
dent intent of the said suggestion is to impress this hon- 
ourable court with an idea that it is the object of these 
respondents surreptitiously to obtain a decision in their 
favor against the interest of the state, by ‘‘a proceeding | pose it was urged upon the defendant that he should not 
substantially ex parte and without adverse character.”” | only employ counsel of eminence to support the title of 

To show how utterly unfounded is this suggestion, | the state, but that measures should be taken to apprize 
the respondents have only to refer to notorious and re- | the Governor, and through him the legislature of the 
corded facts. Had such been their intention and ob- | state, of the institution of the suit. That accordingly 
ject—had it been their desire to procure a decision that | George M. Dallas, Esq. the Attorney of the United 
might affect the rights of the state without giving its of- | States, who by having previously been employed by the 
ficers an opportunity of intervening to defend them, se- | Governor to defend the suit in chancery herein before 
crecy would have been the first characteristic of | mentioned, was well acquainted with the title of the 
their proceedings; and more especially concealment | state, and P. S. Markley, Esq. Attorney General of the 
from the executive and legislative authorities of the | state, were employed by the defendant. That Mr. 
state. Yet the very first steps taken for relief against | Markley visited Harrisburg, and personally communica- 
the unconstitutional exercise of power by which the | ted to the Governor and many members of the Legisla- 
real property of John Nicholson had been taken and | ture the pendency of this suit, and the circumstances 
sold, and his private papers seized and placed in the | under which it was instituted:—And also wrote a letter 
hands of a public officer, were— addressed to the Speakers of the Senate and House of 

First—In the year 1827 an application to that public | Representatives, in which in reference to the present 
officer for the delivery of the-papers, in which their in- | suit, he says, “An action is now pending in the Circuit 
tention to assert their rights against the proceedings of | Court of the United States for the Eastern District of 
the state, was distinctly intimated. Pennsylvania, in which all the facts necessary to ascer- 

Secondly—A bill in chancery filed in this honourable | tain the validity of the title in question, are submitted 
Court on the third day of April, in the year 1827, = by consent to the determination of the Court, and if de- 
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D. Mann, the Auditor General of the state, praying that | cided in favour of the claimants, will have the inevitable 
he might be decreed to deliver the papers belonging to | effect of shaking the titles of the state to an extent un- 
the estate of John Nicholson, to his heirs; in which suit | paralleled in its judicial history.” Mr. Markley then 
process was issued, and counsel employed by the Gov- | suggests the expediency of empowering the Attorney 
ernor to make defence. General, or authorising the employment of counsel to 
Thirdly—An application to the legislature, asserting | appear and take defence for the commonwealth. This 
their rights, and offering the most moderate terms of | letter was dated the 7th of December, 1829, and being 
compromise. referred to the judiciary committee, was the ground. 
Fourtbly—Two suits brought in this honorable court | work of the resolution of the 7th of April, which is sta- 
in the year 1828, against purchasers and holders of / ted in the Attorney General’s suggestion. 
lands under sales made by the State of the lands of John | That the present Governor, and present Attorney 
Nicholson, of which notice was given to the Governor | General were ignorant of all the public proceedings 
of ey state, A oy of which in his annual message on the | which the Respondgnts have enumerated, is certain, or 
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a paper of the character of that to which this is an an- 
swer, could never have been filed, because no one cog- 
nisant of these facts could have entertained the suspicion 
or hazarded the charge that the Respondents were en- 
deavoring to obtain an undue advantage by proceedings 
to which the state was no party, when their great ob- 
ject from the first assertion of the claim has evidently 
and notoriously been to induce the state to step in and 
assert its alleged title, and that the innocent purchasers 
might be protected from inconvenience or loss. 

With this view, before any proceedings were institu- 
ted, an offer was made to confirm all the titles of Nich- 
olson’s property given by the state, on receiving only 
the very small and inadequate consideration which the 
state received, with interest.—This was refused. 

With this view, only two suits were instituted, that 
their decision might convince the state of the illegality 
of their proceedings against John Nicholson,and induce 
them to do justice to his heirs without vexation to the 
numerous and bona fide holders of the property. 

With this view, the judgments were offered to be 
given up, provided the parties would consent to a trial 
on the merits. 

With this view, the present suit was instituted, the 
declared and public object of which was to try the title 
of those who hold under the state, by virtue of summa- 
ry, and as the Respondents believe, unconstitutional 
proceedings. 

Of all this, the Attorney General, when he filed his 
suggestion, must have been ignorant, or,as has been 
said, he could not have made the suggestion he has 
thought it his duty to do. 

Yet while the Respondents are bound to believe the 
assertion of the AttorneyGeneral of the Commonwealth, 
that the Governor was ignorant of these proceedings, 
until he was apprized of them by “hearing of a rumor” 
of their existence within the last two or three weeks, 
yet they owe it to themselves and their cause to repeat, 
that such want of information cannot be attributed as is 
most injuriously done in the suggestion, to any conceal- 
ment on their part. Their endeavours have been un- 
ceasing from the first to the last of the proceedings, du- 
ring more than three years, first to induce the Legisla- 
ye to a moderate compromise to avoid the ruin to in- 

ividuals and the loss to the state, which judicial pro- 
ceedings would unavoidably create—and when this was 
refused, by asserting their rights in the manner the least 
vexatious to individuals that could be devised. By in- 
stituting few suits and those against rich individuals, ca- 
pable of defending their titles, and of sufficient influ- 
ence it was thought to induce the state to come to their 
aid. By offering in every case to strip the investigatiun 
of all technical objections, and to try simply the right 
of the state to seize and sell the property of Nicholson, 
without any intervention of any court of justice. By ma- 
king every endeavour to promote a speedy and final de- 
termination of a question which affects so many titles in 
the state. By the most unceasing efforts to procure 
that which the suggestion charges us with endeavoring 
to avoid. The intervention of the officers of govern- 
ment in the cause, so as speedily, finally, and satisfacto- 
rily to settle the rights of the parties. 

Had the application of the Attorney General of the 
Commonwealth been confined to putting off the cause, 
because he had not time for preparation, although the 
Respondents might have thought that three years notice 
of the claim, and more than six months official notice of 
this suit by the present Attorney General’s predecessor 
in office to the Legislature, might have been deemed 
sifficient, yet they would perhaps have had noreason te 
complain. Butwhen the gentleman representing the legal 
interests of the state, founds his applicatien on reasons 
which an examination of the Legislative journals, or the 
slightest communication with his predecessor, would 


have convinced him were unfounded, the Respondents |" 


think they have great reason to complain of an attempt 
to prejudice them in the opinion of this court, and to 
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injure them in that of the public by the weight of offi- 
cial influence. 

And these Respondents aver that this suit is founded 
on a real contract, bona fide made for the sale of valua- 
ble property fora fair consideration—made it is true, 
with the intent of procuring a decision on the right of 
the State to dispose of the property of John Nicholson, 
deceased, in the manner it has been disposed of. But 
at the same time with the intent that such decision 
should be on a full and fair trial, in which the state, by 
its officers and counsel, should intervene if they thought 
proper, and the paper filed by the Attorney General of 
the State, may be construed into evidence of a design 
to appear on the trial on behalf of the State, they would 
be reconciled to the delay it has occasioned. 

Strong in the belief of the justice of their cause, full 
of confidence in the impartiality of a Pennsylvania jury, 
even where the interest of the state is concerned, and 
in the learning and integrity ef the Court, all they de- 
sire is a speedy trial, knowing it will be a full and fair 
one. All which is repectfully submitted. 

EDWD. LIVINGSTON, for himself, 
and the heirs of John Nicholson. 


John pong and others, October Sessions, 1829. 
John Conard. No. 20. 

John Conard the above defendant saith— 

That the contract on which this suit is founded, was 
and is a bona fide contract of purchase and sale, and 
that defence was taken in this suit, and payment resist- 
ed in order to determine by a full and fair trial upon the 
merits whether the title of the state of Pennsylvania to 
the land sold as the property of John Nicholson under 
an alleged lien and the proceedings uponit, was or was 
not valid. 

That in order to procure such full and fair trial upon 
the merits, it was the earnest wish of this defendant,and 
as he verily believes from their repeated declarations, 
the earnest wish of the plaintiffs also, that notice should 
be given to the officers of the state government to come 
in and defend the title of the state. 

That in order to attain this object, the defendant im- 
mediately after the institution of this suit communicated 
to Philip S. Markley, Esq. the then Attorney General 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylyania, the fact of the 
existence of this suit and the questions involved in its 
decision, and applied to the said Attorney General, in 
his official character, as such, to come in and make de- 
fence in the said suit, under and in behalf of the alleged 
title of the state. That when the said Philip S. Mark- 
ley, Esq. declined to be concerned in his official char- 
acter, this defendant employed him as counsel in the 
cause with instructions to proceed to Harrisburg, and 
there take all such measures as should promote or pro- 
cure the intervention of the state to make defence in 
this suit. That accordingly Philip S. Markley, Esq. at 
the instance of this defendant, went to Harrisburg, and 
(as the defendant understands and believes) early in 
December, 1829, communicated to the then Governor 
the existence of the present suit, the questions which 
would arise init, and the earnest wish of the defendant 
that the state should employ counsel, and come in and 
make defence. In addition, on the 7th of December, 
1829, a letter was addressed by Philip S. Markley, Esq. 
to the Speaker of the Senate and of the House of Re- 
presentatives containing the same information, which 
letter is recorded on the legislative journals, and was 
extensively published in the newspapers, both at Har- 
risburg andelsewhere. This letter was referred to the 
judiciary committee, who reported the resolution under 
which the present Attorney General of the state is em- 

leyed. 
" With a view also to procure a full and fair decision up- 
on the merits of the important question involved in this 
suit, the defendant employed George M. Dallas, Esq. 
the District Attorney of the United States, a gentleman 
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of the highest professional standing, who was particu- 


larly acquainted with the subject in dispute, having 
been previously selected by the state, to defend a suit 
in chancery instituted by the heirs of John Nicholson te 
obtain possession of his private papers, seized and pla- 
cea in one of the public offices. 

The defendant saith that his exertions to procure the 
intervention of the state in this suit, to make defence 
upon the merits were always used in >good faith, and 
that it always has been and still continues to be his 
most earnest wish that the commonwealth, her officers 
or counsel shall come inand make such defence. In 
order to secure for the case the advantage of the most 
ample investigation, it has been carefully stipulated that 
a Writ of Error shall be sued out by the unsuccessful 
party, and the important questions which it involves 
thus receive their final determination by the highest 
tribunal known to our laws, the Supreme Court of the 
United States. JOHN CONARD. 

June 14th, 1830. { Amer. Sentinel. 


THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE \ 
HOUSE OF REFUGE. 
To the Contributors to the House of Refuge, the Managers 
respectfully submit the followjng report: 
During the past year, new proofs have been afforded 
of the value of a House of Refuge. 
would have been passing their youth in idleness and 
want, or engaged in evil practices, or perhaps undergo. 
ing the penalty of crime, have been withdrawn from 
temptation, their wants provided for, their minds culti- 
vated, and even reasonable enjoyments supplied. Were 
no other ends attained, these consequences would go 
far to reward the exertions and expenditures which the 


establishment has cost. But the temporary cemfort of | 


the children, their relief from poverty, »nd restraint from 
crime, are the least important of the objects, which 
have been accomplished. For themselves, an escape 
from infamy, ceasing only with their lives, a preparation 
for future usefulness and respectability, qualifications 
for apprenticeships at once, and for all the occupations 


and enjoyments of life at a distant day, are blessings | 


which charity would earn for them at any sacrifice. For 
the community at large, benefits have been still more 
widely and lastingly diffused. It was hoped, that the 
number of criminals would be lessened, as the persons 
calculated hereafter to swell the mass of them, might 
be withdrawn. But the theory which cherished this 
hope, looked upon the result as distant. It supposed, 
that the effect would be so gradual, as not to be distinct- 
ly perceived. Already, however the proof is furnished. 
The expenses of the Penitentiary and the Almshouse 
have been sensibly reduced. This may not, perhaps, 
arise directly from individual reformation in the House 
of Refuge. But the coincidence is striking: and it is 


equally the subject of triumph, if the moral influence | 


Numbers, who | 
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ship of this institution; and where will be the material 
to compose future criminals? It will consist only of 
those who come from other cities: who finding no con- 
genial associates, no assistance from (hose familiar with 
the spot, will, it is hoped, either abandon their vicious 
habits, or return to practice them on another stage.—- 
Let the experiment be made. Enough is already ac- 
complished to encourage a faithful and vigorous effort. 
If the result be not all that is hoped for, the object is so 
humane,and the means so praiseworthy, that the requis- 
ite exertion will not be thrown away. 

It cannot be too eften repeated, that the younger 
the children are, who are sent to the House of Refuge, 
the more likely will they be to receive the full advan- 
tage of its dicipline. Boys who have approached to 
manhood in vicious habits, cannot be expected to un- 
learn the lessons that have been taught them, and to 
substitute new principles in their room. Upon these 
the Managers can confer but imperfect benefits. They 
will be restrained from active vice, while they remain 
in the house, and may be provided with situations suit- 
able to their enterprise and years. Persons of this de- 
scription have been sent to sea on long whaling voyag- 
es. Thus separated from their former haunts, it will 
necessarily depend upon themselves whether their in- 
clinations will change. From the younger inhabitants 
we cherish more certain hopes. Amendment must fol- 
low in mest instances, the measures that are pursued. 
Within the last twelve months accordingly, fifiy-two 
have been bound by indentures. 

Wherever opportunity has been fairly offered, marks 
of public approbation have been received. Respectable 
parents have expressed their gratitude for the treatment 
of their children. The judges of the different courts, 
and grand juries of the city and county, have made pub- 
lic their favourable sentiments, as to the plan of the in- 
stitution, and the manner in which it has been conduct- 
ed. The legislature itself has afforded a substantial 
proof of applause in the recent additional grant of $5,- 
000 per annum for three vears. The kindness of mu- 
nificent individuals, also may be regarded as a proof of 
the impression which has been made on the public 
;mind. The executors of Wiilam Mackenzie, Esq. 
have granted $4,600 to the House. As yet no direct 
benefit is reaped from the liberality of the late Freder- 
ick Kohne, Esq. as the payment of his large bequest is, 
by the terms in which it is expressed, postponed. It is, 
however, a reliance of great importance, as it secures a 
permanent provision hereafter. 

No other system is found equally mild, and at the 
same time equally effectual. There are now two fe- 
males and one male within the house, whose examples 
show the superiority of the arrangement here devised. 
Twice had they been formerly, when their parents were 
committed to jail, placed in the the Children’s Asylum, 
and twice on the liberation of their parents, did they 
| become wanderers and vagrants. They are now se- 
| cured against a return to irregularity, and will leave the 


of the system here pursued, has united with other caus- | House of Refuge only for a place of permanent em- 


es to produce so welcome an effect. The best obser- 
vation shows, that vagrant children, who formerly fill- 
ed the streets, have become less numerous—children, 
who professed to beg, and were prepared to steal, who 
were ready and willing followers in the march of in- 
iquity and threatened to become expert leaders at a fu- 
ture day. ‘That any persons of this description should 
remain abroad is a defect, net of the system, but of the 
manner in which it is executed. If the vigilance of the 
magistracy were so exerted, as to leave net one infant 
beggar in the streets, not one vagrant child, and of con- 
sequence not one person, capable of instruction and re- 
lief, and unable to receive them elsewhere, who should 
not be received and instructed here; the darling hope 
might be realized of an almost total cessation of prison 
discipline. Let every unprotected child (flexible as 
they all are in mind, unfixed as they must be in immor- 
al proficiency,) be placed under the parental guardian- 


ployment and maintenance. 

It is with great satisfaction, that testimeny is borne to 
the geod health of our extensive family. A single death 
only has occurred among its members, and that was al- 
ready fast approaching when the person was received 
into the house. Wholesome diet, moderate exercise, 
cleanliness, cheerfulness, temperance, and suitable em- 
ployment, have produced their usual effects upon chil- 
dren who, except for this charity, would have been ex- 
posed to the bodily diseases incident te the want of 
these salutary provisions. 

Under all these circumstances of prosperity and pub- 
lic favour, there are still objections made to the system, 
which it may not be out of place here to notice. Thie 
best intentioned individuals have supposed the restraints 
imposed in this establishment, were inconsistent with 
the liberty of the citizen, and especially with that clause 
of the Constitution, which secures to every one a trial 
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by jury. To the candour of such, the following re- | 


marks are respectfully submitted. 

The House of Refuge is intended to ebviate not mere- 
ly the sentence of infamy and pain, which followsa trial 
and conviction, but to prevent the trial and conviction 
itself. Ifa trial is to take place, the legitimate form is 
by jury. No substitute can be adopted, which our re- 
publican institutions would tolerate. By no other 
means Can guilt be satisfactorily ascertained. But the 
inquiry which precedes admission here, is not necessa- 
rily into the guilt and innocence of the subject, witha 





ed by a corresponding care over the interests of the 
community, which prevents them likewise from injuring 
others. This watchfulness is not confined to the chil- 
dren of the indigent. It may be more especially exer- 
| cised in regard to them, because it is more frequently 
required. But the wealthiest and best educated are 
not without the experience of its frequent use. Guar- 
dians are appointed, not at the exclusive discretion of 
even the parent, but by those who administer the law. 
Improper treatment, neglect, waste of substance, would 
| require and receive the interposition of legal authority, 


view to punishment. Such inquiry may be made; and and cause the removal from a vicious parent, however 
the law provides for the reception of children, who | affluent, of his own child, and the transfer of its guard- 
have been thus exposed to it, in the regular and accus- | ianship to more competent hands. This, which might 
tomed form. Conviction is one of the circumstances’ be done every day in individual instances; the power to 
which will justify admission here; and there is no other! do which is certainly always perfect, is but the same 
mode in which conviction can take place except by jury. | principle exhibited on a more comprehensive scale, and 
One class of subjects, therefore, is formed by those who | applied to numbers at the same time in the House of 


have been regularly tried and condemned. A much 
larger class happily finds a shelter here; where the in- 
quiry has been directed mainly to the criminal tenden- 
cy and manifestations of their condition, to their means 
of support, to the protection and guidance they receive 
from their natural friends. If adequate securities a- 
gainst guilt are wanting, and they must in all probabil- 
ity become criminal as well as wretched, they are enti- 
tled to a place within these walls,even though they may 
not have committed specific crimes. ‘The imputation 
of a crime is not a necessary passport to admission .If it 
has been committed, it furnishes strong eyidence of the 
absence and necessity of proper guardianship; since it 
would not have taken place, if neither necessity, nor 
bad example, had been the inducement. But it is only | 
in this respect that the crime is adverted to. A child is | 
not the less wretched because guilty. Its wretchedness 

alone gives it a just title to reception. The addition of | 
criminality does not take away its claims. Almost ev- | 
ery child that steals is a vagrant as well as a thief; for 
theft is the result ofa want of honest occupation and 
support; and a want of honest means of subsistence is 
vagrancy. When a commitment, therefore, is made by 
a magistrate, it is not simply or even necessarily be- 
cause ofa crime, but because of the want and bereave- 
ment, of which crime is both the proof and consequence. | 
It would be equally crucl and unnecessary to subject to 
trial and conviction, and thus to lasting infamy, when 
the requisitions of the law are fulfilled without them, 
and the child is instructed, cherished, saved, without 
exposing it to the melancholy satisfaction of knowing, | 
that there are two motives for its restraint when one is 

sufficient. 

Let the law be read, and it will appear, that punish- | 
ment isnot named. The system is introduced for the 
purpose of preventing punishment. It humanely as- | 
cribes the errors ef early youth, to the unconscious im- | 
itation of evil examples, to accident, to the disregard of | 
parents, to any thing rather than moral guilt. It, there- | 
fore, treats them as deficiencies of education, and pro- 
vides means by which those deficiences may be sup- 
plied. If the parent or the natural friend will show | 
that there are no deficiencies, or that proofs are wanting 
to substantiate them, the discipline of the House is at 
once withheld for other objects. 

It is asked, by what authority even education is forci- 
bly imposed? The answer is, by the same authority 
which places children under the especial guardianship | 
ef the law in every civilized community. The guar- | 
dians of the poor, exercise this power over the indigent. | 
They confine them, and coerce them to a course of ser- | 
vitude or apprenticeship. Miserable would be their | 
condition, ifthis power were not vested somewhere. | 
What would become of them? The law presumes that | 
all infants are incapable of taking care of themselves.— 
It allows no binding obligation to their contracts, and 
even in some instances overlooks their crimes. This | 
indulgence flows from a spirit of kindness, which pre- | 
vents them from injuring themselyes. It is accompani- | 


| Refuge. There is nothing new in the principle; and it 
| can be dangerous only, when it is either entrusted to 
incompetent hands, or when it is wilfully abused. 
| Let us inquire inte this danger of abuse. The au- 
| thorities who have power to send children to the House 
_ of Refuge, besides guardians of the poor; are courts of 
| Justice, or individual ciyil magistrates. From the first 
there can be no apprehension. The latter only are(most 
| erroneously as the managers conceive, )supposed to be of 
doubtful competency, for so serious a trust. Security 
for their prudence is found in their public character, 
| and immediate responsibility, and in the extreme im- 
| probability of their having an inducement to do wrong. 
| Suppose them, however, to err, by making an irregu- 
larcommitment. It is subject to the revision of a body 
of six and twenty men, who have embarked in the duty 
from disinterested motives, unrewarded except by an 
approving conscience, unbiassed except by the zeal of 
charity. The danger of their concurring in any improp- 
er proceeding on the part of a magistrate is so small, 
that it can scarcely be made the subject of an estimate. 
But let them err too—contrary to every imaginable 
motive, let them tyranically connive at an irregular 
commitment. The case is still as completely within the 
reach of redress, as it was before the certificate was 
signed by the magistrate, which consists of nothing 
more than an opinion, that the party committed, isa 
proper subject for the House of Refuge. The glorious 


| remedy remains, and secures to the humblest citizen in- 


stant relieffrom oppression. A habeas corpus brings the 
whole transaction in review before a judge: before any 
judge, whom the friends of the complaining party may 


' select, or before all the judges of the commonwealth, if 


it be necessary, in succession, if one shall improvident- 
ly refuse redress. 

” Within the last winter, more than one instance has 
occurred of this interposition. On the first occasion, it 
appeared that a mother had misrepresented the charac- 
ter and conduct of her daughter, to procure her an en- 
trance into the House, for the sake of its maintenance 
and instruction; and at the end of some months, desir- 
ing to have her services-—recanted her own accusation, 
and demanded the enlargement of the child. The judge 
was satisfied of the correctness of conduct of the com- 
mitting magistrate, and the impropriety of the parent; 
but as it appeared, notwithstanding the deception prac- 
siced, that she was not in truth “fa proper subject,” she 
was discharged. 

The other case was a similar attempt of a mother, 
who had anxiously procured the admission of her 
daughter, and now as anxiously desired her services 
again. The court examined all the circumstances, and 
being convinced that the parents had not been compe- 
tent to her guardianship, she was continued in the 
House. 

Had trial by jury, conviction, and their usual result, 
a sentence to the penitentiary, been the misfortune of 

hese children, the door would have been closed, not 
only to the possibility of enlargement, which was gain- 
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ed by one, but even of examination and inquiry, full, 
free and satisfactory, which both enjoyed in the pres- 
ence of their friends, and under the guidance of coun- 
sel. Whatever might have been the precipitancy of a 
trial, the mistake of a jury in convicting, or the sever- 
ity of a judge in measuring the punishment, still it 
would have been the judgment of a competent tribunal, 
which not even the magic power of a habeas corpus can 
undo. Liberation is denied; even inquiry is precluded. 
The convict must remain in hopeless imprisonment, un- 
til the irrevocable decree has run its course. Nothing 
but a pardon from the executive can break his chains. 
Who would not prefer for any child of misfortune, the 
mild and merciful guardianship of a House of Refuge, 
its temporary restraints, depending for their duratien as 
well as rigour, altogether upon the conduct and capa- 
city of the individual while in the House, and leaving 
on their removal, neither the stings of remorse, ner the 
stains of infamy, to the inexorable inflictions of a pen- 
itentiary; which retain in immutable suffering, the vic- 
tim of a necessary severity, until the period of punish- 
ment is past; and then restore him to liberty, branded 
with the mark of indelible disgrace, embittered by the 
loss of character, habituated to vicious association, and 
degraded by the consciousness of inferiority? The one 
an educated, industrious, pious, and respectable citizen. 
The other an ignorant, and perhaps, dépraved and 
shameless outcast! Who could hesitate in praying for 
the blessings of the one institution, and in striving to 
avert the unhappy but unavoidable dangers of the oth- 
er? 

The difference is net in name only, but in substance. 
Here are no punishments except for improprieties com- 
mitted within the House, no recollection of past mis- 
deeds. The managers are parental guardians, who 
strive toencourage hope, and promote positive enjoy- | 
ment. The children are scholars on the foundation of | 
an extensive charity; built up at first by private contri- | 
bution, and generously sustained by legislative approba- 
tion. 

Among the difficulties which this new establishment 
has been exposed te, objections have been made by | 
mechanics to the rates of wages, for work done in the 
House, The effect was supposed to be, to underbid, 
and thus to interfere with workmen abroad. But it is 
apprehended, that no encroachment is made upon the 
rights of others. The work done by the boys is neces- | 
sarily short of perfection. It is designed as an exercise, | 
as a means of instruction. When any degree of profi- 
ciency is acquired, they are in a condition to become 
apprentices, and the earliest opportunity is embraced to 
bind them out. - While undergoing these preparatory 
trials, which are rather useful to themselves than the 
employers, it cannot be expected that they will rival | 
even the most indifferent of those who labour for wages | 
in the regular workshops of the city. The price char- | 
ged is of course proportioned to the skill displayed.— 
When 124 cents for eight working hours are received, 
full compensation is believed to be allowed, especially | 
when it is compared with the expense of instruction in} 
the different trades, and the waste of materialsby raw 
hands, who rapidly succeed each other in the early sta- 
ges. If any respectable mechanic, however, would give | 
employment at a higher price, the offer would be | 
cheerfully accepted. 

The Managers feel great pleasure in announcing the 
mature state of accommodation provided for each sex; 
279 inhabitants can be lodged, educated, and employ- 
ed, viz: 196 boys and 83 girls. This number, it is 
believed, will not very soon be reached. _If the system 
continue to be effectual, a rapid succession of pupils 
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pils form a most attentive and well behaved congrega- 
tion. Sunday schools are also regularly conducted.— 
These various efforts have to all appearance been 
crowned with reasonable success. The habits, morals, 
education, and deportment of a large and interesting 
family, have all undergone a sensible and progressive 
improvement. 

Strict attention is paid to economy. All the clothing 
worn by the pupils is made up within the House. ‘The 
baking is under the charge of a person, who was former- 
ly himself a subject of the discipline of the institution. 

Too much gratitude cannot be expressed towards the 
ladies, who have so kindly bestowed their invaluable 
services as the ‘Ladies’ Committee,” or to the physt 
cians of the House. The managers would do injustice 
to their feelings also, if they omitted to communicate the 
high sense they entertain of the merits and exertions of 
the superintendent, the matron and the other officers 
of the institution. 

It is fervently hoped that an undertaking which has 
been so prosperously commenced, will not be permit- 
ted to relax its exertions from any want of patronage. 
Private contributions still continue to be of the utmost 
importance, and the full effects of the plan cannot be 
realized unless they are continued with liberality. The 
amount ef the annual expense is about twelve thousand 
dollars; and an interest is payable on the permanent 
debt of $1320 per annum. 

Had this establishment been formed at an earlier 
day, some of the grievous crimes which are attracting 
public attention, might never have been perpetrated. 
One of the individuals now under indictment in this 
city, for a capital offence recently committed, was first 
a convict when a smallboy. In New York there is also 
at this time, a striking instance of a person, who having 
been originally committed to prison at ten years of age, 
has regularly returned to the practice of iniquity as 
soon as his different periods of confinement have termi- 
nated, until he has at length numbered eight and twen- 
ty years in jail. The cost of a single crimin«l sach as 
these, would exceed that of numbers who might have 
beed educated and reformed in a House of Refuge. 

By order of the Board of Managers, 
JOHN SERGEANT, President. 
Attest—James J. Barcray, Secretary. 
April 27, 1830. 


The House of Refuge, in account current with Charles 
ird, T'reasurer. 
DR. 

To Cash paid, sundry drafts of the Executive 

Committee, from the 1st May,1829, to 30th 

April, 1830, for the current expenses of the 

House, and for additional buildings, $32,731 32 
To do. Loaned on pledge of stock, 9,000 00 
To do. paid in full of loans of $500 each,from 


13 individuals, 1,300 00 
To do. paid temporary loans from sundry in- 
dividuals, 7,100 00 


To do. paid interest on bonds and mortgages, 





and temporary loans, 860 66 
To do. paid, contingent expenses,viz: drawing 
bonds and mortgages, commissions on col- 
lections, repairs of property in Northern 
Liberties, taxes, recording deed and ground 

rent, &c. &e. 159 99 

To do. paid, annuity to Conrad Kellar, 100 00 

Balance on hand, 176 45 

$51,428 42 
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will pass through its discipline: and although in a few | 1829, May 1.—By Balance per last Report, $ 854 60 
years multitudes, it is hoped, will have partaken of its | Cash received for subscriptions and donations, 2,230 77 
advantages, yet few comparatively are expected to en-| Do. received from Joseph S. Lewis, Esq. 


joy them at the same time. 


amount of mortgage to InsuranceCompany, 8,000 00 


Religious exercises are performed twice on each Sun- | Do. received from Isaac Collins, amount of 


day, by clergymen of different denominations. The pu- 


mortgage to him, 9,000 00 
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Do. received amount of Loans, for pledge of | 
9,000 00 | 


stock, 
Do. received Interest on the same, 94 30) 
Do, received Rent of Property in Northern 

Liberties, 130 00} 
Do. received for County Commissioners’ 

draft on State Treasurer, amount of State 

Appropriations from the county of Phila- 

adelphia, 5,000 00 


Do. received Donation from the Executors of 
the late William Mackenzie, being the 
proceeds of the sale of 10 shares in the 


capital stock of the Bank of Penna. 4,648 00 
Do. received from sundry individuals, tem- 
porary loans, 10,300 00 


Do. received from sundry articles sold at the 
House, to wit: rails, scaffuld, poles, shoes, 
&e. &e. 


412 60 
Do. received for labour of boys, 


1,758 15 


eee 


$51,428 42 
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CHARLES BIRD, T'reas. 


CITY POLICE, 


The subject of the following charge of the Recorder, 
merits the serious attention of every citizen—as his safe- 
ty as well as comfort materially depend upon a well 
regulated police. The complete want of system, sug- 
gested by the Recorder, and the consequent inability of 
the police, however capable and willing, to discharge 
their duties, demand from the citizens that immediate 
measures should be adopted, to remedy the defects 
which he hasso ably pointed out. We, therefore, sin- 
cerely hope, that his well intended suggestions will 
produce an active co-operation of the citizens, to sup- 
port him in his endeavors to effect a reformation, which | 
every one must freely admit is so much needed in our 
city. Whether this can be best accomplished by the 
appointment of a Committee of Councils, to digest a 
plan, or by application to the Legislature at its next | 
session, with a view to obtain such changes as is neces- | 
sary in the organization uf our police, we leave others to | 
determine—satisfied that in whatéver course may be 
pursued, the aid of the Recorder, by the further devel- 
opement of his views, may be safely calculated upon. 


ee 


Extract from a Charge delivered to the Grand Jury o 
Philadelphia, on the 21st of June, 1830, by Joszru M‘- 
livarne, Esa. Recorder of the City. 

Recent Grand Juries of the City and County of 
Philadelphia, have complained of the existence of a 
large class of illegal practices, by which intemperance 
and gambling, idleness, disorder, and every species of 
improper dissipation, have bcen alarmingly promoted, 
and which they justly regard as the source of nearly all 
the crimes known in society. In strong language, and 
with becoming earnestness, they have demanded the 
suppression of such practices, as a more effective means | 


—— 
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by some express statute. {t follows, then, that though 
the remedies provided arg in some respects imperfect, 
and might be improved by a judicious revision, yet the 


| continuance of such practices, almost without interrup- 


tion,—their daily increase in defiance of all authority, 
cannot be accounted for by the want of legislative pro- 
hibition. Hence those who only feel the mischief, 
without investigating the means of relief, naturally im- 
pute to courts and magistrates a defect of vigilance or 
of energy in performing their functions. 

Are such charges founded in truth and justice, and 
do they furnish a satisfactory explanation of a state of 
things which allagree to condemn? To the first branch 
of the inquiry, it would ill become us to attempt an an- 
swer,—but to the second we reply in the negative 
without a moment’s hesitation. Itis established by 
facts,—it is demonstrated by the plainest reasoning, up- 
on unquestionable principles, that so lung as other cir- 
cumstances remain as they are, neither zeal nor vigi- 
lance, nor the display of determined energy on the part 
of the magistrate, within the range of his physical abili- 
ty, or consistent with the performance of other duties, 
could avail for the accomplishment of a decided or rad- 
ical change—that offences of this sort remain unpunish- 
ed, and therefore rapidly increase, not because courts 
and magistrates are unwilling to execute the law, but 
because such offences have never been—and, under 
present arrangements, never can be brought to their no- 
tice in such a tangible form as to insure’conviction, and 
with such certainty and regularity as to render wrong 
doing an unprofitable pursuit. 

It must be remembcred that a magistrate has certain 
duties to perform, defined by law, and distinctly limi- 
ted by a sense of propriety—and that he constitutes but 
one element in a system of police. If other elements 
be wanting—if other functions essential to the discuve- 
ry of offences, to the commencement er conduct of a 
prosecution, be imperfectly performed, or absolutely 
neglected, no vigilance of his can supply the deficien- 
cy. He is therefore not justly responsible for the con- 
tinuance of unlawful practices, unless the means of sup- 
pressing them are placed at his disposal, or, in other 
words, unless there be an organized system of prevent- 
ing and punishing crime, with all its departments pro- 
perly filled. In this particular, we do not hesitate to 
affirm, our city is miserably deficient; and here, unless 
we are greatly deceived, may be found the true reason 
why evils deeply felt and constantly complained of, 
have continued to accumulate for a long series of years, 
in the very face of law, and in defiance of the public 
anthorities. To sustain this position, let us briefly in- 
quire, what are the essential elements of a well organi- 


of | zed police? 


The only basis of such an establishment is constant, 
accurate and detailed information as to all persons, places 
and things, which are, or probably may become, the 
subjects of a criminal prosecution. In proportion as 
such intelligence is accurate and detailed will the arm 
of law be directed with certainty; in proportion as it is 
constant and regular, will the action of the police he 
uniform at all times and in all circumstances. Upon 
this certainty and uniformity of eperation more than up- 
on any other cause will depend its permanent influence 
over the offending classes. Intelligence may be collec- 


of preventing crime than the severest punishments. In | ted either by the instrumentality of regular agents em- 
the facts and the reasoning which these presentments ployed for the purpose, or by that of well-disposed per- 
contain, (with some unimportant exceptions, where} sons voluntarily communicating facts within their 
mistake has arisen from imperfect information, ) and in knowledge—or by a combination of both. It is not safe 
the necessity ofa vigorous effort for the removal of the | to rely exclusively upon voluntary communications from 
evils referred to, the members of this court fully con- | private citizens; because regularity cannot be secured, 
cur. We take this opportunity, however, to suggest to | and because inexperienced individuals are constantly 
your notice an additional inquiry, which, though essen- | liable todeception and mistake. Such communications, 
tial to the object in view, has never yet been distinctly | moreover, are but the raw material of evidence, suffi- 
presented, and which is entitled to claim your serious | cient indeed to inform the mind, and guide the move- 
attention. | ments of the police officer, but requiring to be wrought 

The practices referred to have been called unlawful; | into the form of legal testimony before a prosecution 
they are nearly all forbidden either by common law or | can safely be commenced. It is one thing to know a 
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fact with reasonable certainty, and another to demon- 
strate that fact to the satisfaction ofa jury. To take a 
familiar example. There is scarcely one of your num- 
ber who is not aware of the existence of an unlicensed 
tippling house in his immediate neighborhood, and who 
would not be justified from his own knowledge and ob- 
servation in pronouncing that such was its character.— 
But is any one of you prepared, to present such a house 
to his fellows with such evidence of a legal kind, as will 
induce them to find a bill, or a petit jury to render a 
verdict of conviction? Will any one of you, will any 
private citizen take upon himself the labour and odium 
of ascertaining and arranging that evidence; and if re- 
quired so to do, would he not treat the demand as an 
unreasonable interference with his private occupations? 
Such is the condition and the character of all the intelli- 
gence which the police receives from private sources. 
1t is valuable asa clue by which proper testimony may 
be sought—but much patient labor and diligent investi- 
gation remain to be bestowed, before it assumes a form 
practically effective. This labour and this investigation 
are the appropriate province ef a class of officers inferi- 
or to the magistrate, subject to his entire controul, and 
moving rapidly and quietly from place to place as the 
exigencics of the service may require. 

We perceive then that a regular police embraces 
three distinct and essential operations. 1. The collec- 
tion of general intelligence from its own regular agents 
and from every other accessible quarter. 2. The inves- 
tigation of all necessary details in regard to that intelli- 
gence and the preparation of legal testimony in support 
of each specific charge. 3. The arresting of offenders, 
and committing them for trial—at which latter point the 
jurisdiction of the police ends,and that of Courts begins. 

If the two first of these operations be not properly 
performed, it will be sound policy to omit the latter, 
because every prosecution that is instituted upon insuf- 
ficient grounds and without full preparation tends to 
exhibit the law under a ridiculous aspect, and to em- 
bolden offenders by examples of impunity. They must 
all go on at the same time, or all must stop—they must 
be so conducted as to support each other, and to con- 
stitute one regular and harmonious system. The com- 
munity should understand, the vicious should feel that 
there is a system constantly in motion—a something 
which by the laws of its own organization must act uni- 
formly upon the same subject at all times—whose move- 
ments are the necessary results of that organization— 
and not of any accidental or temporary impulse.—The 
word system necessarily includes the idea of a centre or 
head, about which all intelligence must be collected— 
from which all orders should emanate—responsible to 
the public for the general result—and invested with 
power proportioned to that responsibility. He must 
be furnished with a sufficient number of subordinate offi- 
cers—at once intelligent, industrious,and promptly obe- 
dient. To secure these qualities they should derive their 
offices directly from him, and be removable at all times 
for incapacity or neglect—they should receive a fixed 
compensation, adequate to the decent maintenance of 
their families, and should not be permitted to engage in 
any other pursuit—they should be constantly and abso- 
lutely at his disposal, in order that the necessary force 
may always be concentrated upon a given point, that 
every movement of the police may be certain, success- 
ful and overpowering, and that each case may constitute 
a strong example to all others similarly offending. 

After stating these obvious, but essential principles, is 
any argument necessary to shew that they do not cor- 
respond with the arrangements now existing in our city. 
We have in the Mayor a head of the police, with two 
intelligent high constables, appointed, paid, and liable 
to be disposed of in the manner referred to. So far as 
the absolute controul over two individuals enables the 
Mayor to conduct his business with regularity and order; 
so far as those individuals are physically able to enforce 
the ordinances—watch over the offences and penetrate 





the sources of crime in a crowded city, whose popula- 
tion of wrong doers is counted by thousands—practice 
and principle may be said to agree. But here they sep- 
arate to meet no more. The ward constables stand on 
a different footing: an egregious error in their mode of 
appointment determines their character, and influences 
their whole subsequent conduct—renders them inde- 
pendent of proper and necessary controul, and subjects 
them to the power of a large number of those who in 
the eye of the law are grievous offenders: Besides, 
their maintenance is derived from the service of civil 
process, which they are bound to execute under heavy 
penalties, and they cannot be paid for the kind of duty 
which is at once the most important and laborious. — 
When, therefore, we say that no habitual dependence 
can be placed upon their assistance, we mean no impu- 
tation upon this class of officers, we merely aver, that 
to expect from men so chosen and so paid, and of whom 
such multiform services are required, the qualities of a 
prompt and efficient police, is asking them to rise above 
the ordinary failings of human nature, and to resist the 
invariable motives of human action. An obvious change 
in their mode of appointment might absolve them 
from external influence, and place them more directly 
under the magistrate’s control; but so long as the ser- 
vice of civil process forms a part of their duty, and occu- 
pies a great portion of their time, they must be regard- 
ed in the light of irregular auxiliaries, valuable indeed 
for particular purposes and on special emergencies, but 
still not calculated for systematic operations. 

About one hundred watchmen employed by the city, 
complete the police as at present organized. They 
perform a routine of duty limited certainly by custom, 
and perhaps by the terms of their engagement, to a 
narrow compass, and not embracing the most essential 
particulars to which we have referred. Their compen- 
sation, though adequate to the services performed, is 
still too little for the maintenance of a family, and they 
all look to some other employment to make up the de- 
ficiency. Thus situated, it is not uncharitable to con- 
clude, that any increase of duty interfering with the 
time allotted to private business, would be unthankfully 
received and reluctantly attended to—that deriving 
their office, and receiving nearly all their instructions 
from a source unconnected with the police, they might, 
though nominally subject to the orders of the mayor, 
prefer to enjoy a virtual independence; and that, should 
he attempt to organize a more efficient system through 
their instrumentality, he would find himself embarrassed 
by fruitless efforts to coerce obedience, and might em- 
ploy his whole leisure in vexatious disputes about his 
own power or their responsibility. When we say this, 
we speak frem history. 

In thus comparing the existing police of the City of 
Philadelphia with the ideas we entertain of an efficient 
system, we have consulted brevity as much as practica- 
ble, and perhaps at the hazard of being imperfectly un- 
derstood. We have had no ebject in view but to direct 
your attention, and that of the public, to the interesting 
question, whether the impunity of crime, and the in- 
crease of vicious and disorderly habits, may not fairly 
be attributed to defective arrangements for prevention 
and punishment; and if so, whether the obvious reme- 
dy should not be promptly applied. We do not mean 
to convey the idea that amore numerous police, or one 
in the aggregate more expensive, is demanded by the 
state of the city—we complain only of defective organi- 
zation; of the absence of system&direct responsibility; of 
total incapacity for vigorous or harmonious action. The 
present plan compared with its-results is grievously ex- 
pensive; a far less number, brought properly into opera- 
tion, would dofmuch more service; & the same number, 
with no important (if any) addition of cost, might be 
rendered available for all the business of preventing 
crime, while it should be infinitely more prompt in 
bringing actual offenders to justice. 

One additional remark may serve to demonstrate that 
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these views are not entirely chimerical, and to meet | These are questions which the public are called upon 
that feeling, more or less prevalent in every community, | to consider by the strongest motives of self-preservation, 
which tenaciously adheres to established order, and re- | and which upon their responsibility to posterity they 








gards with distrust every suggestion of change. The | 
fundamental principles of our present police were bor- 
rowed, together with other municipal regulations, from 
those of England—which having their origin in a rude 
state of society, and intended to operate upon a scatter- | 
ed population, were not adapted to the circumstances | 
of a crowded metropolis, and have not kept pace with | 
the progress of criminal art or general refinement. It | 
was the policy of the English government to consider | 
even abuses as sanctified by time, and to resist all re- 
form as a hazardous and almost sacrilegious experiment. 
Hence, from the time of the Stuarts to the present gen- 
eration, notwithstanding the increase of population, and | 
the revolutions wrought in the habits, manners, and bu- 
siness of men, the London police in its essential features 
remained the same, and was only altered by a constant | 
increase in the numbers of those connected with its ope- | 
rations. Nothing like recurrence to original principles 
—nothing like adaptation to a new state of society— | 
nothing like the introduction of order and system, so as | 
to give to a limited force the utmost possible efficiency, 
was ever listened to. The constituted authorities went | 
on to accumulate error upon error, absurdity upen ab- | 
surdity, expense upon expense—blindly multiplying | 
the mere number of agents, and rendering those agents | 
useless and unmanageable in proportion to their num- | 
ber, As a natural consequence, the present ministry, | 
when they came into power, found a state of things | 
deeply embarrassing and seriously alarming——the 
wretched and loathsome consequences of centuries of | 
mismanagement accumulated upon their hands—vice 
increasing —crime embuldened by prescriptive impuni- 
ty, and an instant necessity for a complete and radical 
reformation. 

Te their immortal honour be it spoken, they ventured 
to institute a thorough reform, to level this Gothic fab- 
ric, to remove this worthless lumber, and to substitute 
a system of operations adapted to use and proportioned 
to each other—founded in common sense and guided by 

{ 











practical experience—a system corresponding in prin- 
ciple with that which we have endeavoured to explain, 
and thus far eminently successful. It was no common 
task—it involved difficulties of no ordinary character, 
and called for a rare mixture of judgment and energy. 
Perhaps the illustrious individual at the head of the ad- 

ministratien was never engaged ina more embarrassing 

campaign, than that which he undertook against rooted 

prejudice and venerable absurdity—perhaps he never 

grappled with an enemy more formidable for number or 

discipline than the criminals of London—and certainly 

he raised in the field of Waterloo no nobler or more en- 

during monument of his fame, than is implied in the 

success of these new regulations. 

The simple question then arises for this community 
to answer—Will they adhere to a system obviously 
defective, which the very country of its origin has 
been compelled to abandon after a long and disastrous 
experiment’ Must they pass through the same painful 
process to arrive at conviction—and will they wait until 
an instant and stern necessity becomes the advocate of 
reform? Or, obeying the dictates of common prudence, 
will they think, and reason and act upon the subject, 
while to do so is comparatively easy, before the evil has 
reached its crisis or gained the force of inveterate habit? 
Is it not true that strong checks are necessary to pre- 
serve the order of a crowded metropolis; that by a spe- 
cies of moral fermentation, passion is unnaturally excited 
and the growth of crime stimulated and quickened; that 
while population creeps onward with an arithmetical 
progress, wickedness and vice start into existence ina 
geometrical ratio. If so, there must be a point at which 
the latter will defy all moral or legal constraint, when 
reformation will come too late, and the community must 
be abandoned as a prey to passion and dishonesty. 


must decide. By candidly stating them we have per- 
formed our duty; and we haye not ventured upon the 
subject without calm reflection, diligent enquiry inte 
facts, and some opportunities of personal observation, 
Whatever may be the result, we shall endeavour to per- 
form our duty, so that no want of diligence, no relaxa- 
tion of energy in the proceedings of this court, can be 
justly numbered among the causes or encouragement 
of crime. 

One or two remarks indirectly connected with the 
subject to which our attention has heretofore been de- 


| voted, willclose this address. This court about nine 


months since announced its policy with reference to the 
granting of tavern licenses—namely, “to exercise great 
caution in the granting of licenses, to check their in- 
crease, and so far as consistent with justice to individ- 
uals, to diminish their number; to listen with attention 


| toevery complaint of irregular conduct and promptly 


to visit each instance of irregularity with its appropriate 
discipline,” Pursuing this policy, measures were soon 
after taken to prepare a new set of rules for the govern- 
ment of applicants, calculated to preyent deception, 
elicit information, and secure responsibility—which 
rules were adopted at the last session and are now in 
force. The number of taverns has consequently dimin- 
ished within the last year, and the natural operation of a 
late act of Assembly will soon effect the removal of 
those which Grand Juries have referred toas public 


| grievances. In the Court of Quarter Sessions a similar 


spirit has prevailed, and a large number of applications 
for the renewal of licenses have been rejected at its 
present term. Its president has suggested, and the 
court as we understand have adopted, a further prin- 
ciple, in which we heartily concur, calculated to pre- 
vent the worst effects heretofore experienced from li- 
censed taverns. It is founded on the 7th section of the 
Act of 22d April, 1794, “for the suppression of vice and 
immorality,” which is construed to authorize the courts 
to refuse the renewal of a license where the presence of 
any ‘‘billiard table, E. O. table or other device for the pur- 
dose of gaming,” on the applicant’s premises, is ascer- 
tained, whether the use of such device be proved or not, 
It is a construction clearly sustained by the words of the 
law, consistent with its spirit and obviously necessary 
for its practical execution. It cannot operate harshly 
after notice has thus been given, because tiiose who 
merely own without intending to use such instruments 
of mischief, may remove them from their premises with- 
out inconvenience. Such restrictions upon the num- 
ber of tavern licenses are calculated to produce many 
valuable results, if the conduct of the tavern keeper be 
closely inspected. Here again is a forcible illustration 
of the necessity of imparting life and vigor to our police 
system. 

Again: as it will be your duty to visit the various pris- 
ons of the city and county, and report upon their con- 
dition, we once more invite particular attention to that 
in Arch street, devoted to the reception of untried pris- 
oners, and of persons under sentence for minor offences. 
We have more than once remarked in unvarnished terms 
upon this receptacle; we have spoken of it as disgrace- 
ful to a civilized community, and especially unworthy 
of a city like ours, famed for the benvolence and hu- 
manity of its institutious, and proud of having taken the 
lead in the great business of prison reform. Repeated 
Grand Juries have concurred in this opinion, and have 
expressed it too in the most forcible language; but still 
the evil continues loathsome as before, incapable of al- 
leviation by any effort of its managers, because the 
prison is wretchedly constructed, and scarcely equal to 
the tolerable accommodation of half its inmates. We 
attribute no fault to the Board of Inspectors—on the 
contrary we have witnessed in them an anxious desire to 
improve its condition. The grievance is one which 
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this public alone can remedy by erecting a building up: 
on some judicious plan and of adequate dimensions. — 
Should disputes arise about details of such a plan, no 
one will deny that personal cleanliness, health,and class- 
ification of prisoners are cardinal points—neither of 
which, under present arrangements, can possibly be 
provided for. : 

If no motive of common justice or common humanity, 
if no consideration for the character of the community, 
will induce our citizens or their proper agents to take 
up this subject, and remove the stigma—policy at all 
events should produce that effect. It should be re- 
membered, that imprisonment for short, specific periods 
is among the most potent and valuable weapons in the 
hands ofthe magistrates. Were any guarantee furnish- 
ed that the prisoner would come forth no werse than 
he entered, setting aside the chances of a favourable 
change—we should apply this punishment with the ut- 
most freedom to all incipient offenders whom it was de- 
sirable to check at an early stage of their career, and 
we might thus prevent a great amount of maturer crime. 
But while that prison remains what it is, a mere acade- 
my of wickedness, where criminal instruction is literal- 
ly forced into the eyes and the ears; whilst it continues | 
to be an abominable place—its very atmosphere corrup- 
tion—its associations hépelessly degrading; whilst a sen- 
tence of confinement there is a sentence of exile from 
the means and motives of reformation, from shame and 
decency and self respect—the arm of the Court is effec- 
tually paralized, they pronounce a sentence involving 
such consequences with pain and reluctance—and nev- 
er but under a sense of duty to society, parmount to all 
considerations in reference to the individual. 

Having thus discharged our duty in a last, as far as 
we could make it se, an unqualified expression of our 
opinion in regard to this prison, we conclude with the 
hope that a subject so important will no longer plead 
in vain for attention and reform. 











MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL—-| 
1700 TO 1712. 

We this day commence publishing extracts from the | 
rough minutes of the Fxecutive Council (in the hand- 
writing of James Logan,) from 1700 to 1712, from the | 
originals in possession of the Historical Committce of the | 
AMERICAN PuiLosoraicaL Sociery. 


At a Council held at Philadelphia the 18th day of 10th 
mo. 1700. 
PRESENT:— 
William Penn, Proprietary and Governor. 
Edward Shippen, John Moll, 
Samuel Carpenter, William Biles, 
Thomas Story, Humphrey Murray. 


_ Thomas Tress and Nicholas Pierce, Overseers of the | 


Poor for the town of Philadelphia, complained that 


they have been out of purse to the value of £42, laid out | 


for the use of the poor, more than they have received, 
and desire this Board would direct a method for their 
reing reimbursed. 

Ordered, That the Justices of the City be sent for to | 
come before the Governor to-morrow morning about 10 | 
of the clock, to concert measures to be taken in that | 
affair. 

Griffith Jones first purchaser, and Henry Elfred mean 
purchaser under him, complain that a part of a Bank 
Lott in the front street, before the Blew Anchor grant- 
ed by the Proprietary’s Committee by desire to the said 
Griffith Jones, and by him sold to John Townsend, who 
sold it to the said Elfred, was by a public order of Gov. 
Lloyd, attended by the Justices, taken for the use ofthe 
publick. The said Elfred’s building hindred and stopt, 
to their great damage by the ground-rents not being 


paid to G. Jones, and by H. Elfred’s being molested and 
Vou, VI. 2 . 
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thereupon his materials for building in a great mea- 
sure lost. H. Flower and other evidences appeared and 
certified that the Justices stopt Elfred’s building about 
the year 1691, and would not suffer him to proceed 
therein. Adjourned till to-morrow, 10 of the clock. 


At a Council held at Philad. the 19th of 10th mo. 1700. 
PRESENT— 
Proprietary and Governor. 
Edward Shippen, Samuel Carpenter, 
Jobn Moll, & 
Thomas Story, Humphrey Murray, 

In pursuance of the Order of yesterday, that the Jus- 
tices should be summoned to conclude on some mea- 
sures for satisfying the debt due to the Overseers of the 
Poor—Accordingly Samuel Richardson, Nathan Stan- 
bury, and John Jones, (Edward Shippen being in the 
Council,) appeared, and the measures being debated, 
it was agreed that the said Justices shall forthwith con- 
fer with the said Overseers on the subject. And accord- 
ingly they went; and returning, E. Shippen reported 
that it was agreed that ifthe money could be raised be- 
fore next County Court for Philadelphia (for which en- 
deavours should be used;) the said Overseers should 
continue in their charge, if not, they must wait till the 
County Levy be raised, and in the mean time be left to 
their choice, whether they would act further or not. 

The business of Henry Elfrith and Griffith Jones be- 
ing adjourned yesterday to this morning. was agaity 
brought on. 

Ordered, That David Lloyd, in whose hands several 
papers relating to that affair are said to be lodged, 
should be called, and accordingly he came and produ- 
ced a petition signed by several house-keepers and in- 
habitants requesting that there being the greatest con- 
veniency of a landing place and harboar at that place of 
the bank where the Blue Anchor stood, it should be 
ordered by the Governor and Council, who have power 
thereof, to be laid out for a public landing place and 
harbour, that being the inducing reason at first to settle 
the town where it now is. There was also produced an 
order of Council held at Philadelphia the 4th of 6th mo. 
1691, in the rough draught, that the place should be re- 
served for a landing place, &c. 

Resolved, That there shall be measures taken by next 
Council day, that the town of Philadelphia shall make 
satisfaction to the said Elfrith for the losses he has sus- 


| tained. 


A petition of George Nerthrap was read complaining 
that a Road being laid out by order of the Court to Pe- 
ter Dale’s mill, through the petitioners plantation, his 
Cornfield fence coming in upon the Road, as Jaid out, 
was cut and thrown down to hig great damage, without 
any necessity or conveniency to the persons that did it; 
and therefore requests that he may be redressed. He 
complains also that there are two reads through his land, 
lying very near together, by which he isa great suffer- 
er. And desires that they may be both laid into one, 
which will be as convenient. 

Ordered, That this be left to be considered with Jos. 
Ashton’s business. 

Application being again made to this Board by Wm. 
Smith, in pursuance of his petition formerly given in— 
That his Son, Wm. Smith, prisoner in the county gaol 
of Philadelphia, for a Rape, might be admitted to Bail; 
the rigour of the season, and the length of time by his 
not being brought to trial in September last, rendering 
his confinement extreme hard, and scaree supportable. 

John Moore, Attorney General for the King, and D. 
Loyd for the prisoner, appeared. It was pleaded by D. 
L.. in behalf of the prisoner, that felony had often been 
bailed, though felony of death. Objected by the King’s 
Attorney, that this was only where the presumption of 
innocence was strong, which here was the contrary; but 
continued to say it was his opinion he might and ought 
to be bailed as the case now stood, for that it would 
scarce be possible to convict him for want of evidence, 
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he having clandestinely married the woman, and as 
they were now one flesh she could give no evidence 
against her husband. 

Elizabeth Henbury, the woman herself, was sent for, 
and appearing, she confessed her former evidence giv- 
en before E. Shippen, as also that she was since marri- 
ed, to which she says she was persuaded, to save the 
man’s life; and a certificate of their marriage under the 
hands of 13 persons was produced, which though not 
a must invalidate the evidence or take off the force 
uf it. 

Ordered, thereupon, that Edward Shippen take Bail 
by recognizance of the father andson, in the sum of 
£500, for the said prisoner’s appearance at the next 
Provincial Court at Philadelphia, &c. 


At a Council held at Philad. the 14th of the 12th mo.1700. 
PRESENT— 
The Proprietary and Governor. 


Edward Shippen, Griffith Owen, 
Samuel Carpenter, Humphry Murray. 


A certain negroe, named Jack, having some time in 
the 6th month last, by firing a gun, killed a young Eng- 
lishman, son to Wm. Rakestraw, for which he was com- 
mitted close prisoner in the gaol of Philadelphia, where 
he has to this time continued; and it being necessary 
that his trial should be expedited. 

Ordered, Because the late law past in the last sessions 
of Assembly for trial of negroes does not look back to 
acts perpetrated before the publication of the said law,& 
because the former law cannot be now thought in force. 
That the said negroe shall be tried by and according to 
the Common Law of England. 

The last Assembly General held at Newcastle, having 
been prorogued by the Proprietary and Gevernor, to 
the first day of the second month next, it was proposed 
by the Governor to be considered, whether the said As- 
sembly should meet on the day to which it was pro- 
rogued or should be dissolved. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be adjourn- 
ned to the next sitting of Council. 

The petition of the freeholders in and about the town 
of Chichester, was read, setting forth that Lieut. Gov. 
Markham and Council had granted to the said town of 
Chichester the privilege of a fair and market, and there- 
fore humbly request that what was then imperfectly 
done the Governor would be pleased fully to complete 
and perfect. 

Resolved, That they shall have a charter for a fair 
and market, with this proviso—That because some com- 
plaints have been made against fairs in general, their 
fair should, notwithstanding any thing contained in the 
said charter,be put downwhenever it should be thought 
fit; that the other fairs of the government should be al- 
so suppressed. Adjourned. 


At a Council held at Philad. the 15th of the 12th mo.1700. 
PRESENT— 
The Proprietary and Governor. 


Edward Shippen, Griffeth Owen, 
Samuel Carpenter, & 
Thomas Story, 


} 


Humphry Murray. 


The consideration of the prorogation of the Assembly 
being adjourned to this day, the matter was again taken 
up and debated. 

It was observed, that some of the laws past in the last 
session of Assembly being in some things deficient and 
in others redundant, especially that of marriage, that 
for the trials of negroes, &c. and therefore it was pro- 
posed to be considered whether it might not be expe- 
dient that the Assembly should be again called to review 
and amend them. 

Objected that at the prorogation the Proprietary and 
Governor gave the members his word that they should 


meet no more this year unless something of great mo- 
ment and emergency occurred that rendered it necessa- 
ry, and the people in general will be very uneasy at the 
expense and trouble. 

Resolved, That what has been proposed of reviewing 
the laws will not be thought of sufficient momont to have 
the Assembly called; and, therefore, 

Ordered, That a proclamation be issued for prorogu- 
ing the said Assembly till a longer time, but that they 
be not yet dissolved. 

The business about the free landing place at the Blue 
Anchor, debated before this Board on the 19th day of 
the 10th mo. last was again considered. 

Ordered, That it be still recommended to the per- 
sons to whom it was before recommended, further to 
continue their care, and consult some of the inhabitants 
in town who may chiefly have the benefits, and see what 
can be done therein. 

It being represented that the laws made and past 
against strangers travelling without Passes, and obliging 
Innkeepers to give notice to some Magistrate, of stran- 
gers coming to lodge at their houses has been much 
neglected, and seldom put in practice. 


Ordered, That there shall be a proclamation drawn 
up and published, requiring all persons more duly to 
observe the said laws and more effectually to put them 
in execution. 


At « Council held at Philadelphia the 18th day of the 12th 
Month 1700. 


PRESENT. 
The Proprietary and Governor, 


Edward Shippen, Thomas Story, 
Samuel Carpenter, Humphry Murray. 
Griffeth Owen, 


Pursuant to the order of the last sitting of this Board 
the proclamation which should have been drawn up to 
inforce, and more vigorously put in execution these 
paragraphs in the two laws passed in this Province 
against Pirates and illegal trade, relating to strangers 
travelling without passes, Innkeepers entertaining stran- 
gers without giving notice to a magistrate, &c., was 
called for, but not being ready. It is ordered, That 
such an instrument be forthwith drawn up and publish- 
ed strictly requiring that no strangers shall travel with- 
out a pass and that all Innkeepers and keepers of pub- 
lic houses and ordinaries give due notice of all strangers 
coming to their houses to some neighbouring magis- 
trate or in case of remoteness from a magistrate to two 
houskeepers of the neighbourhood, also that no ferry- 
men, wherymen, boatmen &c. transport or carry any 
strangers or suspicious person without producing a 
good testimonial under the hand of a magistrate. 

Ordered also, ‘hat no ferryman shall be permitted 
to ply the river Delaware in this government without 
first giving bond at the Secretarie’s Office, That they 
shall not carry out of nor into this province any stran- 
gers that may be suspected of Piracy or being criminals 
or runaways. 


Ai a Council held at Philadelphia the 5th day of the first 
Month, 1700-1. 


PRESENT. 
The Proprietor and Governor, 


Samuel Carpenter, | Griffeth Owen, 
Thomas Story, Caleb Pusey. 


A petition subscribed by Ffr. Daniel Pastorius by or- 
der and in behalf of the German Corporation was read, 
That by the Proprietaries advice and direction they had 
seated themselves so close together that they scarce 
have room to live, but especially that the Proprietary 
by his charter in the year 1689, had granted several 
considerable privileges to the Germans of the province 
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by making them a corporation, by virtue of which they | said county, who is required immediately to dispatch a 
looked upon themselves exempted from the jurisdic- | messenger express with the same to the county of Kent, 
tion of the county Court of Philadelphia, and from all | from thence to be forwarded from Sheriff to Sheriff 
taxes and levies of the same, having a Court of Record | through every county, till it be brought to the Govern- 
and magistrates within themselves and defraying all the | or at Philadelphia which watch and expresses shall be 





public charges of their said town & corporation, without | 
any assistance from the rest of the county. At which 
some persons being dissatisfied they requested that the 
Governor by way of explanation would,declare that 
they are exempted from all the said charges and county 
levies. 

Their charter being called for a copy of it produced 
by which it appeared they had a full power of holding 
a Court of Record and of trying causes judicially within 
themselves but had no other grant for representatives 
to sit in Assembly than what the rest of ye county had. 
It was objected therefore that they having the same 
privilege of choosing members with the rest of the coun- 
ty ought to have their proportion of their charges, 
but this being dene by a county charge only and not a 
provincial, if they were exempted from the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of Philadelphia they would by that 
means enjoy the privilege of the laws,and yet contrib- 
ute nothing towards the said charge, alsp, that the roads 
and bridges near their Corporation, but without the 
bounds of it being chiefly for their service ought not to | 
be bore by the county while they all went free. To 
this it was answered, ‘That they were at the charge of 
all their own highwayes and bridges, which were ser- 
viceable to the country no less than the others were to 
them.) Hereupon this several difficulties arising, it was 
ordered that the full consideration of the whole affair 
should be deferred till another Council day. 


The business about the free landing place meved to 
this board on the 15th of the last month was this day a- | 
gain moved and inquired how far those persons to whose 


a Provincial charge. 


At a Council held at Philadelphia the 25th of April, 
1701. 
PRESENT. 


The Proprietary and Governor, 


Edward Shippen, Humphry Murray, 
Jno. Moll, Thomas Story. 


The Governor having expressed some dissatisfaction 
at, and the inconveniency of, deferring the trial of the 
negroe man committed to prison about 8 months since 
for murdering a certain English young man whose con- 
dition was here discoursed of, desired the Board to con- 
sider what method would now be the most safe and ef: 
fectual to take in it. Seeing the last Provincial Court 
fail’d of proceeding in it as was expected. 

Which, being debated the Attorney General and 
David Loyd being present who at the last Provincial 
Court bad in some measure given their opinion thereon. 

Moved, Whether (according to a eaution given in 
the case) the fact could be tryed by virtue of a Jaw that 
was made since it was committed. Resolved, by the 
Attorney General and David Loyd, That whereas there 
was a law in force before, for the punishment of negroes 
tothe same effect and the punishment was not altered 
by this last, they might safely be tried by the law in 
that respect, but it might be safer to try them another 


way. 
Ordered, That there should be forthwith issued a 
commission of Oyer andTerminer to try them by juries. 


care it was committed had proceeded and what they | 4 a Council held at Philadelphia the 17th of the 3d Mo. 


had effected therein, who answered that upon trial | 


made with several of the inhabitants they found no in- 
clination towards complyance with what was proposed 
whereupon it was--Ordered, That about a score of the 
most considerable inhabitants in the lower ends of the 
Front and Second streets should be summoned to meet 
the Governor at 4 in the afternoon. 

Ordered, That the Secretary sheuld send a summons 
and then adjourned to 4 in the afternood. 


1701. 
PRESENT. 


The Proprietary and Governor, 


Edward Shippen, Jno. Blunston, 
Samuel Carpenter, | Caleb Pusey. 
Thomas Story, Humphry Murray. 


The Proprietary having proceeded to inform this 


| Board of the great abuses committed in Indian Trade 


Post meridiem ejusdem die!—Present the same as be- | the great dangers that might arise from thence and the 


fore. 


advantages that might accrue to the province in general 


Pursuant to the summens ordered in the morning, 17 | fromit. Proposed that some measures might be con- 


of the inhabitants appeared and the subject matter was | certed for the regulation thereof, and redressing the 
proposed and fully discoursed of but they showed no | grievances that we generally laboured under upon the 
inclination to comply with what the Governor thought | score and especially by means of two Frenchmen Louis 
might reasonably be expected of them and they there- | and P. Besalion, who have been suspected ta be very 


upon were dismissed. 


At a Council held at Philadelphia 2nd of the 4th Month, | 
1701. 


PRESENT. 
The Proprietary and Governor, 


Griffeth Owen, 
Caleb Pusey. 


Edward Shippen, 
Samuel Carpenter, 
Thomas Story, 


dangerous persons in their trafique with the Indians 
in this troublesome conjuncture of affairs. 

Resolved that it was absolutely necessary the said two 
French men should be confined and restrained from in- 
habiting or trading amongst the Indians, and that some 
way should be agreed tocarry on the trade by a cer- 
tain number or company who should take all measures 
to induce the Indians to a true yalue and esteem of the 
Christian Religion by setting before them a good exam- 
ple of probity and candour both in commerce and be- 
haviour and that care should be taken to have them du- 


For the greater security of this Province and Terito- | jy instructed in the fundamentals of Christianity. And 


ries, and for preventing as far as may be surprizes by 
vessels from the sea. : 

Ordered, That the Magistrates of the County of Sus- 
sex shall appoint and take care that a constant watch 
and ward be kept on the hithermost Cape near Lewis 


in the said county, and in case any vessel appear from 


the sea that may with good grounds be suspected of 
evil designs against any part of this Government. 


Ordered, That the said watch shall forthwith give 
notice thereof with as exact a description and account 


the further consideration hereof is referred to next 
meeting of the Board. 

The Governor also acquainted the Board, That re- 
ports were brought that some of the five nations of In- 
dians had sent an embassy to our Indians on Delaware 
requiring their aid and concurrence, and that it was sus- 
pected the French of Canada had been endeavouring 
to debauch the said Indians from their fidelity to the 
crown of England. aot 

Resolved, That care should be taken to inquire into 


of the vessel as possibly they can to the Sheriff of the | the grounds ofthe said reports—and then adjourned, 
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At a Council held at Philadelphia the 19th of the 3d Mo. 


1701, 
Present. 
The Proprietary and Governor, 
Edward Shippen, 
Samucl Carpenter, 
Thomas Story, 
Application being again made to this Board in be- 
half of 8. Elfrith to have that affair of the public land- 
ing place concluded. On which S. Carpenter propos- 
ing to lay dawn 100 pounds to satisfy Gr. Jones for his 
ground rent and the said Elfrith for his damages on con- 
dition that the town will give him the public wharf at 
the end of Walnut street in exchange. 


Recommended to the further consideration of the 
Council at the next sitting. 


Caleb Pusey, 
Humphry Murry. 


Application being made in behalf of Robert Eyres of 


the county of Chester, That he should be considered 
for five copies of the laws of this Province which he 
drew about sixteen years ago; but had never any satis- 
faction for his trouble for which he charges ten pounds. 

Ordered, Tthat the Provincial Treasurer pay the 
said ten pounds to Robert Eyres or his order. 

A letter from the Council at New York being read 
importing that several of the Kings Soldiers lately sent 
from England and posted in the Fort of that city have 
deserted, and as it is supposed have taken shelter in 
some of the neighbouring colonies, where search being 
made for them by their officers, as well the magis- 
trates as others the inhabitants in general shew them- 
selves so backward in yielding due assistance, that they 
rather countenance and encourage the said soldiers in 
their desertion by detaining and employing them about 
their affairs of husbandry to the great abuse and insecu- 
yity not only of the said Government of New York but 
of the other English colonies on this Continent by leav- 
ing that most frontier part of the Kings dominions in A- 
merica denuded of the defence the King with so much 
charge has been pleased to allow them, and therefore 
they request the Governor forthwith to issue a Procla- 
mation commanding all the justices of the Peace Ke. 

Ordered, That such a proclamation shall be forth- 
with drawn by the Secretary and published. 

Adjourned till next 4th day. 


At a Council held at Philad. the 21st of the 3d mo. 1701. 
PRESENT— 
The Proprietary and Governor. 
Edward Shippen, Thomas Story, 


Samuel Carpenter, Humphry Murray, 
Griffith Owen, Caleb Pusey. 


(The following entry is crossed in the minutes. } 


A petition of Robert Guard and his wife being read, 
setting forth that a certain strange woman lately arrived 
in this town being seized with a very sudden illness af- 
ter she had been in their company on the 17th instant, 
and several pins being taken out of her breasts. One 
John Richards, Butcher, and his wife Ann,charged the 
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ing down upon them, and that thereupon he had sent 
two messengers, viz: Edward Harmen and John Sotch- 
er, who returning brought advice that the alarm was 
talse and that the shots were only at some swans,and the 
whole reports groundless, 


At a Council held at Philadelphia the 31st May, 1701. 
PRESENT— 
The Proprietary and Governor. 
Edward Shippen, Caleb Pusey, 
Samuel Carpenter, Griffith Owen, 
Thomas Story, Phineas Pemberton. 


The Governor and Council entering upen the further 
consideration of the Indian trade— 

Agreed, that pursuant to former resolutions on this 
head there shall be an effectual regulation of the said 
trade on these heads. 

‘That itshall be carried on by joint stock into which 
all persons shall be free to enter, especially the old tra- 
ders; they, with all others, observing and submitting to 
such rules as are and shall be concluded on by the gov- 
ernment for its reputation and safety, and for the pub- 
lic benefit. 

That no Rum shall be sold to any but their Chiefs, 
and in such quantities as the Governor and Council 
shall think fit to be disposed of by the said Chiefs to the 
Indians about them as they shal! see cause. 

Application being made to this Beard for an order to 
defray the charges of a Boat with four oars, sent down 
for intelligence to Newcastle upon the report that a 
French Pirate had been seen above Bombay Hook, which 
amounted to 38s., 30s. thereof for the boat, and 8s. ex- 
pcenses for liquors. 

Ordered that the Treasurer pay for the same. 

The Governor acquainted the Board, That whereas 
there is a law of this government prohibiting all persons 
to trade with the Indians in this province but such as 
dwell and reside therein, and have a license from the 
Governor to that end. Notwithstanding which, John 
Hans Stelman, represented to live in Maryland and hav- 
ing no such license, had ever since the enacting of the 
said law, followed a close trade with the Indians of the 
province, not only at Conestogoe, but had been endea- 


| vouring to settle a trade with them at Leckay, or the 


forks of. the Delaware, to the great prejudice of the 
trade of this province in general. For which reason the 
Governor has seized such of his goods as were going to 
| Leckay, and taken security from him for such goods as 
| he had bought or sold at Conestogoe. And the Gover- 
| nor desiring the advice of the Board—it was moved, 
that as it is not concluded or allowed by the Proprietary 
that the man lives out of the province and his father be- 
ing a native of it, it will not appear so reasonable to ex- 
ercise the rigour of the law against him. But that an 
effectual course should be taken to prevent such practi- 
ses and abuses for the future, and that he be not per- 
mitted to proceed in violating the laws as hitherto. 
Ordered, That for the said reason, and because the Indi- 
ans complain against him for Gefrauding them,he be not 


petitioners with Witchcraft, and as being the authors of | permitted to trade any more till he has regularly obtain- 


the said mischief, and therefore desire their accusers 
might be sent for in order either to prove their charge, 
or that they might be acquitted—they suffering much 
in their reputation by that means in their trade. 

Ordered, That the said John and Ann Richards be 
sent for, who appearing, the matter was inquired into, 
and being found trifling was dismissed. 

In pursuance of the resolution made by the Board on 
the 17th instant, that care should be taken to know the 
grounds of the reports concerning the Indians; the 
Governor informed the Council that after the sessions a 
certain young Swede arriving from Lechay, brought 
advice that on Sth day last, some young men of that 
place going out a hunting, being but a little while gone 
several shots were heard to go off very thick, which 
was suspected to have been some of the Sinnecaes com- 


el a license for the purpose. ‘That his goods be resto- 
red, he giving a bond of £1000 that they or their value 
shall be forthcoming if called for,&that he shall observe 


| the laws of this province and the agreement now made 
| with the Indians to which he was a witness, and that he 


| defray and satisfy Henry Mallow’s charges in going for 
(and bringing him hither. 


The Grand Jury of Newcastle, having presented A- 
mos Nichols of the County of Chester for divers felony 
acts, and the Court by their Clerk requesting the Gov- 
ernor that he would be pleased to cause some speedy 
course to be taken fer his apprehension, it being a scan- 
dal to the government, that openly in contempt of it 
and its laws, ke should travel from place to place as it 
were in defiance. 


Ordered, That an order be forthwith sent to Andrew 
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Job, Sheriff of the County of Chester, to search for and 
apprehend him if he may be found in his district. And 
that he keep him in safe custedy till he give notice to 
the Sheriff of Philadelphia who shall be ordered to 
meet him. 


( To be continued_) 


AN ACT 


To authorise a loan to defray the expenses of the Penn- 
sylvania Canal and Rail-road, and to continue fora 
further time ‘*An act to incorporate the subscribers 
to the bank of Pennsylvania,” and for other purposes. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 


Representatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in general assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of thesame, That the act entitled “An act 
to incorporate the subscribers to the bank of Pennsyl- 
vania,”’ passed the thirteenth day of March, in the year 
seventeen hundred and ninety-three, together with all 
the acts supplementary to and connected with the said 
act, be and the same are hereby continued in full force 
and virtue, for the term of twenty-five years from and 
after the expiration of the limitation of the acts now 
existing, that is to say, until the fourth day of March, 
which will be in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-eight, as fully and effectually and to all in- 
tents and purposes, as though this limitation had been 
contained in the said acts respectively, subject, never- 
theless, to the alterations, conditions, modifications and 
restrictions hereafter mentioned: Provided, That the 
place of deposit for the moneys of the commonwealth, 
may be changed by the legislature, whenever they 
shall deem it the interest of the state to direct such 
change. : 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aferesaid, That from and after the the first Monday in 
Feb.eighteen hundred & thirty-one, the affairs ofthe said 
corporation shall be managed by sixteen directors, cit- 
izens of the city and county of Philadelphia,two of whom 
shail be elected by the Senate, and two by the House 
of Representatives annually, and twelve of whom shall 
be elected yearly and every year by the stockholders, 
eight of which number of said directors shall form a quo- 
rum for the transaction of any business, but ordinary 
discounts may be made by the president and such num- 
ber of directors as shall be designated for that purpose 
by the rules and regulations of the board of directors; 
and in case, after the passing ef this act, of the death or 
resignation of any director elected by the stockholders, 
before the expiration of the year fer which he was elect- 
ed, the board of directors may supply the vacancy by 
electing another director: Provided, No person shall 
be eligible as a director for more than three years out 
of four, and not more than three-fourths of the directors 
shall be re-appointed or re-elected for the succeeding 
years, except the president for the time being, who 
shall always be eligible. 

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the capital stoek of said corporation shall 
not exceed two millions and five hundred thousand del- 
lars, and the shares thereof shall be assignable and 
transferable in such manner as the rules and regulations 
of the board of directors shall ordain, but no stockhold- 
er indebted to the institution shall be authorised to make 
a transfer or receive a dividend, until such debt is dis- 
charged, or security given for the same, to the satisfac- 
tion of the board of directors; and if the debt shall re- 
main unpaid for the space of sixty days, then and in 
such case the president ef said corporation may, after 
giving thirty days notice thereof to such stockholder or 
his agent, cause the share or shares of such stockhold- 
er, or so many thereof as the said president may deem 
necessary, to be sold, and after applying the proceeds 
of sale (deducting expenses) to the payment of said 


debt, shall hold the surplus, if any, to the credit of the 
said stockholder. 


- 
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Sect. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 











aforesaid, That if the legislature shall at any time deem 


it proper to sell any part or the whole of the state stock 
in the bank of Pennsylvania, the purchasers or holders 
of such stock shall be entitled te the same proportion of 
votes in the choice of directors as other stockhelders, 
and until by such sale of the state stock, the balance 
still held by the state shall be reduced below such a- 
mount as would entitle the state to four directors, in a 


just proportion to the whele amount held by individual 


stockholders and the whole amount held by the state, 
the state shall be entitled to four directors; and when 
by stich sale the state stock shall be reduced below 
such proportion, the number of state directors shall be 
reduced accordingly, until the whole of the state stock 
shall be sold, in which event the state shall cease to 
choose directors. 

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the same privilege and authority given 
by law to any bank within the commonwealth, to pur- 
chase or sell its own stock, or the stock of any other in- 
corporated bank in the state, treasury notes, or the pub- 
lic stocks of the United States or of this state, or the 
stock of any of the incorporated companies of this state, 
for the improvement of roads and inland navigation, be 
and the same are hereby extended and granted to the 
president, directors and company of the bank of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the provisions of the seventeenth, eigh- 
teenth, nineteenth,twentieth and twenty-first articles of 
the third section of the act entitled **An act to re-char- 
ter certain banks,” passed the twenty-fifth day of March, 
A. D. eighteen hundred and twenty-four, and also so 
much of the provisions of the act entitled “A further 
supplement to an act entitled An act to reform the penal 
laws of this commonwealth,” passed the twenty-third 
day of April, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, as is 
contained in the fourth section under the head of forg- 
ery, and as relates to banking institutions, be and the 
same are hereby extended to this act. 


Sect. 7. And be itfurther enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That all the money which shall be loaned to 
the commonwealth, in pursuance of this act, shall re- 
main in the bank of Pennsylvania, to the credit of the 
commissioners of the internal improvement fund, or 
such persons as the legislature may hereafter appoint, 
subject to their draft or order. 

Sect. 8. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aferesaid, That the president, directors and company of 
the bank of Pennsylvania are hereby required to lend 
to the commonwealth and the Governor be and he is 
hereby authorised to borrow on the credit of the com» 
monwealth, from the said president, directors and com- 
pany of the bank of Pennsylvania, a sum or sums of mo- 
ney inthe whole net exceeding four millions of dollars, 
at a premium of five and one half per centum, to be 
paid into the state treasury ir instalments of not less 
than three hundred and thirty-four thousand dollars, in 
each of the months next ensuing the acceptance of this 
act, until the whole shall be paid, which sum or sums 
so borrowed shall be vested in the commissioners of the 
internal improvement fund, to be applied by them to 
canal and rail-road purposes, as directed by law; and 
the temporary loan of one million of dollars, authorised 
at this session, shall be paid out of the said four millions 
of dollars; and on the payment of each and every of the 
said sums of money, the Governor is hereby authorised 
to cause to be issued for the amount of each sum of mo- 
ney so borrowed by virtue of this act, negociable cerifi- 
cates of stock, signed by the Auditor General and coun- 
tersigned by the State Treasurer, setting forth that they 
pertain to the canal loan, bearing an interest of five per 
centum per annum. payable at the bank of Pennsylva- 
nian, which steck shall be transferable on the books of 
Auditor General, or at the bank of Pennsylvania, by the 
owner or owners of the same, his, her er their certain 
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attorney, and new certificates for the same shall be issu- 
ed by the Auditor General and State Treasurer or by 
the bank of Pennsylvania, to the new holders, and the 
said stock shall not be re-imbursable or payable by the 
commonwealth before the fourth day of March, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 

Sect. 9. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said president, directors and com- 
pany of the bank of Pennsylvania, be and are hereby 
required to lend to the commonwealth one million of 
dollars annually for and and during the term of three 
years after the first day of January, A. D. one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty “one, at the ‘rate of five per 
centum per annum, payable in monthly instalments of 
not less than one huadred thousand dollars, for which 
certificates of stock, negociable and transferable, as 
hereinbefore prov ided, shall be issued at par, to be re- 
paid at the expiration of the charter hereby granted:— 
Providid, That the said one million of dollars shall be 
required by law during any one of the three years 
aforesaid. 

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That from and after the acceptance of this 
act, all the business and duty of the commissioner of 
loans of the commonwealth shall be transferred to the 
bank of Pennsylvania, and that from and after the date 
aforesaid, the fifth, sixth and seventh sections of the 
act of the twenty-second day of April, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-nine, entitled *‘An act relating tothe 
Pennsylvania canal and rail-read,” except the repeal- 
ing clause of the fifth section, be ‘and are hereby repeal- 
ed, and the certificates of all the stock of the common- 
wealth heretofore authorised, or hereby and hereafter 
to be created, shall be issued and transferred at the 
bank of Pennsylvania, to be signed by the president and 
countersigned by the cashier; and the said banks shall 
keep regular books for the registry of said issues and 
transfers, and for all the expenses incident to the dis- 
charge of the duties hereby charged upon the said 
bank, no compensation whatever shall be allowed or 
charged to the commonwealth, or individuals so trans- 
ferring said stock, the provisions of the section to remain 
in force until otherwise provided by law. 

Sect. 11. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That ifthe president and directors of the 
said bank of Pennsylvania shall not within fifteen days 
from the passage of this act, express in writing, addres- 
sed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, their accep- 
tance, for the steckholders, of this charter, then this act 
to be void and of none effect. 

Sect. 12. And be it further enacted by the authority | 
aforesaid, That the said president, directors and com- 
pany shall hereafter have no authority to establish any 
additional offices of discount and deposit, without the 
permission of the legislature. 

FREDERICK SMITH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

DANIEL STURGEON, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Arprovep—the thirteenth day of March, A. D. one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty. 











GEO. WOLF. 
SAMUEL NOEL BALL. 

Died, near Point Coupee, Louisiana, on the 10th of 
May last, Mr. Samvet Nort Batt, of Philadelphia,aged 
40 years. Mr. Ball, was born in the city of Philadel- 
phia, but in early life went with his father, who was then 
a widower, to England, France, and Holland, and in 
those countries spent some five or ten years, and during 
that period acquired a perfect knowledge of the lan- 
guages of thosekingdoms. Inthe year 1816, he retur- 
ned to the United States, and svon after landing in 
Philadelphia, became violently enamoured of a young 
lady, named Helen La Reache, to whom he paid his 
most honest and sincere devotions. Miss La Roach was 


SAMUEL NOEL BALL. 
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young, innocent, and poor, and though she evidently 
reciprocated the passion of Mr. Ball, she said to him 
that such was the disparity of their conditions— she be- 
ing poor, and he being a young man of fortune—that 
she never could consent to an union, and advised him to 
bestow his affections on some more fortunate—and 
more favoured object. Poor Ball was panic struck with 
the reply, —“he never smiled again’’—and resolved to 
become a recluse from society. In conformity with 
these resolutions, he migrated to the Western country, 
and erecting a small house in the midst of a dreary wil- 
derness, he made every preparation to lead the life of a 
hermit. His dwelling was well supplied with the choi- 
cest literary and scientific books that the times afforded, 
and there, in the midst of a wild, he had hoped to spend 
his days. But an eager anda curious population, soon 
intruded on his hours of seclusion, and he determined 
to remove far from the intrusive haunts of the meddling 
gossip; and he did so, but events soon called him to the 
alteration of his plans. In the summer of 1818, the 
Seminole War broke out, and Mr. Ball, actuated by an 
honest ardour, and a spirited ambition, ‘volunteered his 
aid in the service of General Jackson, and partook of 
the honours and glories—if any there were—that atten- 
ded the sanguinary campaign of those days. We knew 
him but imperfectly, at this period, and had forgotten 
his existence until the winter of the year 182U, when in 
consequence of shipwreck which we suffered on the 
Mississippi River, we were compelled to take refuge 
among the for ests that line the banks of the ‘*Majestic 
King of Rivers.” Wandering around the wild one day, 
in company with two or three luckless friends we dis- 
covered at a distance, the smoke of some secluded hov- 
el. Impelled by the hope of finding some civilized be- 
ings, we directed our footsteps towards the place from 
which the humid vapour proceeded, and to our surprise 
found a neat cottage, surrounded by a garden, fantasti- 
cally arranged; and having knocked at the wicket gate, 
the door was opened, and the misanthrope Ball ap- 
proached us, and bade us enter. We told him the sto- 
ry of our misfortunes, and solicited his advice in the 
midst efour distress. In reply, he said that though he 
and the world, had long since shook hands and separa- 
ted forever, he was yet willing toaid a fellow mortal in 
distress. After remaining with him a few days, and re- 
covering from the fatigue that we had experienced, we 
commenced making preparations for our departure.— 
Disceverlng the nature of our movements, he supplied 
us with acanoe, and about fifty dollars in cash, and 
bade us farewell, remarking that if we could ever do a 
similar favour for any ene, if we would do it, he sheuld 
| be fully repaid for the service he had done us. Mr.Ball 
wasaman of rare genius; his talents were varied and 
happy. He wasan excellent painter; well skilled in’mu- 
sic; a good poet, and one of the most chaste writers that 
we have ever read. He had contributed to the Ameri- 
can and foreign reviews and periodicals, and was ac- 
quainted with most of the languages of modern Eurepe. , 
Last spring, he commenced a tour te New Orleans, with 
the intention of taking passage for France, where he had 
determined te spend the remainder of his days, but 
whilst on his passage down the river, was suddenly sei- 
zed with a disease common to the climate, and fell an 
early victim to itsravages. This feeble memento to his 
genius and virtues, is written by one who had tasted of 
his friendship, and who knows how to appreciate his ex- 
cellence and worth—by one who has partaken of his 
bounties, and in the hour of sorrow and affliction, reali- 
zed his vivifying aid and benevolence. [Literary Sub. 


Lancaster, June 17.—The northern section of this 
county and a large part of Berks, were, on Monday eve- 
ning, visited by a tremendous storm of wind and rain, 
accompanied by appalling thunder and lightning. We 
have not understood whether any injury was sustained 
by persons or property. 
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CENSUS OF POTTSVILLE. 


The Miner’s Journal says,—“The great number of 


young men between 15 and 50 will serve to show the 
enterprize of that portion of community, who have left 
friends and family ties, to seek a livelihood in our region, 
Upon the whole, the census has resulted pretty much 
as we expected, and when we reflect that six years ago 
it contained but five or six houses, and that the present 
town-plot was a wilderness, and when joined to these, 
we consider the great interest which has ever been op- 
posed to the progress of Pottsville, the increase is almost 


unprecedented. MALES, FEMALES, 
Under 5 years...-++++++- acai wwwenaaada 163 
Between 5 and 10-+++... .86...... ccc ee eeees 98 
10 and 15........ ike Sao eenteien 72 
15 and 20....... Destine ta: otbees 128 
20 and 30....... TE éteceneeete oh 257 
30 and 40....... RE a 85 
40 and 50........ i indickdcwk tied 40 
50 and 60........ cae sunnemen tn 00 
ol Pineisnodeekth en wea 
7Oand 80......... 2. oes elevcveccccs 2 
80 and 90......... 1 \ — 
— 847 
1503 1503 
Colored persons,..... qracesees 74 
pel Ths o0ns 6 onsite ceces 2424 


Of the above 41 are aliens, not naturalized. 

There are likewise in the Borough about 1350 per- 
sons who do not consider themselves as permanent resi- 
dents, making the whole number 3,774. 





CENSUS OF PORT CARBON. 


We were really astonished at the number of inhabi- 
tants in this thriving little town. Fourteen or fifteen 
months ago there was but one house in the place! and 
that was completely surrounded by woods, and then oc- 
cupied by Messrs. Clarkson & Hull, as a store; now it 
has a population superior to our county town. 

MALES. FEMALES, 





Under 5 years.....+++++ A ctheaattecceeves 56 
Between 5and10........ a ee 35 
10and15........ er een 29 

BS and Bok kesccx aa wd alma arad 40 

20 6nd SO: ...: 2: EEL ce ccniasd deed xi 86 

30 and 40....... ES oes eT 33 

40 and 50........ Ss da ee ouwese~ seed 16 

50 and 60........ a's suikeaditie vies 5 

60 and70........ Dishentedenandaves 2 

Total, 611 301 

Males 611 

Geand Fatah. «osc scars 912 


Of the above 64 are aliens not naturalized, and 2 peo- 
ple of colour. 





CENSUS OF ORWIGSBURG. 


MALES. FEMALES. 
Under 5 years. .......+++ 66... ceccceccccces 68 
Between 5andl10..... a oe een 58 
WandiS .....2% Msidesctesctores 56 
15 and 20........ ee ee 50 
20 and 30........ arn Schaiateteareupete we 81 
i... - 2 ota cecensshaveddnd 45 
40 and 50........ Ged biehidihimn atindien 20 
50 and 60........ Til: kpitiheoinndien ot 3 
60 and 70......... ee atiah ae net 7 
70 and 80......... iss aehtiad eninatin aren oon bes 5 
80 and 90......... 2 — 
ent 402 
371 371 
Greta: Tetth. <scviececee 773 


Of the above, 2 are people of colour.—Miner’s Journal. 
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POPULATION OF ERIE. 
The assistant Marshal has furnished us with the fol- 
lowing statement of the population of this Borough. 


WN NOT be ce 6d ccdccdadédesthe 763 
I oe 640 
—1403 
Free male blacks,.........cccceses:s 27 
Free female blacks,...........: eee: 20 
GR sh ocr spcagetenusWeccves ba eit 1—48 
Total, eeocrcesoceeeesocevessecico Peccces 1451 


The ages of the white males are as follows—under 
5, 107; between 5 and 10, 96; 10 and 15, 103; 15 and 
20, 86; 20 and 30, 203; 30 and 40, 97; 40 and 50, 46; 50 
and 60, 17; 60 and 70, 7; 70 and 80, 1. 

White females—under 5, 116; between 5 and 10, 85; 
10 and 15, 93, 15 and 20, 70; 20 and 30, 145; 30 and 
40, 69; 40 and 5C, 39; 50 and 60, 12; 60 and 70, 11. 

The borough of Erie covers an area of about one mile 
square. It was incorporated in 1805. In 1820 the 
whole population was 617. The increase since has been 
steady, safe and wholesome. The “spirit of specula- 
tion” which has wrought such wonders upon the line of 
the Erie canal has never visited this borough. No ex- 
tensive business is done upon fictitious capital: The 
soil is owned by its occupants, and no part of it is cover- 
ed by foreign mortgages. Erie possesses advantages 
which must forever secure to it an important and lucra- 
tive business. Its harbour is decidedly the safest and 
best on the Lake, and can yet be greatly improved at a 
comparatively trifling expense, and it is situated upon 
the border ofa rich and growing country, Our water 
privileges are equal to our present wants, and may be 
greatly improved. Here the Pennsylvania canal will 
enter Lake Erie, from which an increase of water pow- 
er may be easily obtained should it be required. That 
Erie will be a successful rival of her sister villages on 
the borders of Lake Erie, we have not a shadow of a 
doubt. Erie Observer. 





The Aqueduct across the Juniata, where it joins the 
Susquehanna at the head of Duncan’s Island, was pas- 
sed on the 19th June, by the canal beat ‘‘Juniata,”’ own- | 
ed by Gen. W. B. Mitchell, and loaded with about 100 
barrels of whiskey. The entrance of the boat upon the 
aqueduct was hailed by three cheers, and having passed 
safely across to the Island, her arrival was greeted with 
three cheers. 

Governor Wolf, with the heads of departments and a 
number of our citizens proceeded upon the Pennsylva- 
nia canal from Harrisburg to the dam across the Susque- 
hanna, when they crossed in the boat to Duncan’s Isl- 
and, and were present to witness the arrival of the first 
boat upon the Juniata canal at and her passage across 
the aqueduct: A number of citizens from the surround- 
ing country were also assembled on the occasion. Mr. 
William Le Baron of this place justly receives much 
credit for the energy and skill displayed in the construc- 
tion of the above aqueduct. It isan elegant and a sub- 
stantial structure, and surpasses the expectations of 
those who are not disposed to flatter. Although the 
aqueduct was not finished exactly as soon as was antici- 
pated, it is finished as soon as the Juniata canal is prepa- 
red for navigation. Harrisburg Reporter. 





Waynesburg, June 17. 
Freshet.—Different parts of this county were visited 
by a heavy fall of rain, on the night of the 9th instant, 
which in a few hours, swelled the principal streams to 


a greater extent than has been known for many years. 


The damage done tothe property on the borders of 
Ten-Mile, Whitely, Dunkerd and Muddy Creeks, is 
said to be extensive. The mill dam of Mr.Joseph Gregg 
was entirely, and several others were partially, carried 
off. The fences along the banks of the Creeks were 
generally thrown down, and the rails, in many places, 
swept away. 
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York, May 25. | ‘The location of Brookville is a good one, and it has 

On the 18th inst. a storm visited this neighbourhood | been judiciously laid out by Mr. Sloan, the artist. It is 
and brought with it a number of Ducks of a peculiar | situated on the Susquehanna and Waterford turnpike, 
kind, heretofore unknown, and none like them ever | 44 miles east of Franklia, and immediately at the head 
having been seen by any of the oldest inhabitants. of Ltedbank, which is formed by the confluence of the 
These beautiful little animals, it is probable were on | three branches of Sandylick, at this point. Redbank, 
their way to the north lakes, the place of resort in their | has in general, a sufficiency of water for Steamboats on 
flights. The storm being sudden and very heavy | the Blanchard plan. The ‘Alleghany’ steam-boat could 
brought many of them to the ground and next morning | now visit “Brookville were it not for the obstructions 
some of them were taken by the people in this place | created by'a few mill dams. Brookville must become the 
and neighbourhood. During the blowing of the wind | place of deposit for the iron manufactured in the ceun- 
and between the repeated showers they were heard ut- | ties of Centre and Clearfield, designed for the Pittsburg 
tering their notes of distress in the loudest strains. Aj market. The lands in Jefferson county, are of a much 
gentleman of this place has now a pair of them in his | better quality than is generally supposed, by those who 
possession, which has become docile in the short time | have formed an estimate of their character by merely 
he has had them. Fish of the smallest size were ob- | passing through the county, along the turnpike. Large 
tained and put into a tub of water and the ducks fed on | bodies are exceedingly well adapted tothe culture of 
them the first day or two with avidity, since that they | small grain. Should this village spring up as rapidly as 


do not appear to be so fond of them, but take to eating | it bids fair to do, it may be considered an acquisition to 


grass. River grass is peculiarly the food of ducks.— | the interests of the Northern turnpike, and may serve 


These little creatures are very fat and not quite so large | to give an impulse to business in the section of country 
as the beautiful wood duck, commonly called summer | in which it is located. —Crawford Messenger. 
duck. The male bas two red specks on each side of the | 





end of the bill, not unlike the spot on the bill of a Mus- 


covy duck, though not so large. The male hastwoor| The following is the amount of duties paid by the 


three feathers in the tail which are very pointed, and | different Auctioneers of the city during the last quarter. 
about two or three inches longer than any of the others | R. F. Allen & Co. - 


- . ° $14,343 84 
—from this fact they may be of the Pintail species.— | Gillingham, Mitchell & Co. 


Avction Doties. 

















- - 5,708 89 
Doctors disagree, seme say they are South southeriings, | Gill, Ford & Co. ° . » e 5,629 56 
and some say sprig tails—be that as it may, they are per- | Jennings, Thomas, Gill& Co. - - 5,197 52 
fect strangers to this part of the state. | Lippincott, Richards & Co. - ° 3,593 70 
We are informed, that about four miles from the bo- | H.C. Corbit& Co. - - - ° 3,437 38 
rough, a number of the same kind were taken at the | Graham and Mandeville, = - A % 2,193 44 
same time. In Lebanon county, at Cornwall, upwards | Bowen and Richards, ‘ . ‘ 1,835 88 
of fifty were taken directly after the storm, of the same | M. Thomas, : a . ; 1,379 45 
species.— York Lec. | Henry Erwin, - . » ‘ 179 22 
New Line of Stages from New York to Poltsville-—We 43,498 88 
find the following description of the route in the Bucks | Sundry others, . : - . 448 15 
County Intelligencer of the 7th inst. 
‘A new Line of Stages has commenced running be- Total amount, $43,947 03 
tween New York and Pottsville in this state, passing — 





through New Brunswick, Six Mile Run, Rockyhill,| Delaware Breakwater.—From the Superintendent of 

Hopewell, Woodsville, Lambertsville, New Jersey, and | the Delaware Breakwater we learn that the deposit of 

New |Hope, Doylestown, Montgomery, Shippackville, Stone is for this season as follows: 

Trap, Pottsgreve, Reading, Hamburgh, Orwigsburgh to erches. feet. 

Pottsville. It is intended as soon as arrangements can; _=Leiper and Crosby, 12,856 13 From the 

be made to leave New York and Pottsville every morn-| | Gideon Jaques, 5,114 06% quarries on the 

ing; at present they — vo —— “f the ae . oe a — va Delaware. 

of Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and arrive at their >. White and Co. 8,463 1 

places a salitation “4 the following day. This line | B. Bartol, 276 14$ From the Palisades 

passes through a rich and highly cultivated country, the ——— 

road is good, and the stages and horses of the best de- 

scription. At New Hope they intersect the line of sta- 
s from Bristol to Easton, at Doylestown the line from 

Philadelphia to Easton, at Montgomeryville the line | 

from Philadelphia to Bethlehem, Mauch Chunk, | Ridiiect. tina 

Seen eee eek Seer fee eneeenuy ann Aurora Borealis.—A beautiful exhibition of this phe- 

Pittsburg line. ‘The route is probably as short as any ‘ oka Tiered en a 

that can be travelled between New York and Pottsville, Seam 7 oon ~ nurscay ear a great 

and we wish the enterprising contractors success in their | P&?t of the northern hemisphere was brilliantly illumi- 


Perches 29,734 16 feet. 
This deposit is to the 23d of June, 1830. The de- 
posit of the whole of last season was 23,570 perches, 
1500 of which were from the Delaware. 





F : d; and oceasional coruscations almost to the zenith 
i ‘ - Fare through $7.” nated; ; 
important undertaking B42 ¥ | added to the grandeur of the scene. It is of rare occur- 
Brooxvitye, Jurrerson County | rence at this season of the year.—d. Sent. 
’ - © 2 4 a e 


The spot selected by the Commissioners, as the Seat! This morning, (June 30) between eleven and twelve 

of Justice for Jefferson county, and confirmed by the | o’clock, a most splended kalo was noticed round the 
act of Assembly passed at the last session, organizing | sun, the edge of which was marked with “excessive 
that county, has lately been laid out in town and outlots | pright;” while near the sun it presented a dun hue.— 
—bearing this name. At the sale which took place last | Another circle, many degrees distant from the first, was 
week, town lots were sold from $30 to $500 each—The |for some time observable—its southern edge tinged 
last day’s sales averaged above $50, without including a | with bright prismatic hues, 
mill seat which sold for $1000. The proceeds of sale, | Rial cuty SATONDAT hao eae 
will no doubt be sufficient to build the Court House.— | GEDDES, No. 59 Locust Street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
This may be considered a high rate for lots, most of | 4. pugLICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, second 
which still remain in a state of nature—but the advanta- door back of the Post Office, (back room) subscriptions will be 
ges and prospects of this new county town attracted the 


thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 
attention of a crowd of strangers. Pcrsons were known | annually by subscribers residing in or near the city, or where 
to be present from twelve neighboring counties. here is an agent. Other subseribers pay in advance, 
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